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PREFACE 
WHY THE EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM IS DEVELOPING 
CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES 
In 1996, a multiyear effort was initiated by the New York State Department 
of Health (NYSDOH) to develop clinical practice guidelines to support the
efforts of the statewide Early Intervention Program. As lead agency for the
Early Intervention Program in New York State, the NYSDOH is committed 
to ensuring that the Early Intervention Program provides consistent, high-
quality, cost-effective, and appropriate early intervention services that result
in measurable outcomes for eligible children and their families. 
The guidelines are not standards nor are they policies. The guidelines are a
tool to help ensure that infants and young children with disabilities receive
early intervention services consistent with their individual needs and
resources, priorities, and concerns of their families. 
The guidelines are intended to help families, service providers, and public
officials make informed choices about early intervention services by offering
recommendations based on scientific evidence and expert clinical opinion on
effective practices. 
The impact of clinical practice guidelines for the Early Intervention Program
will depend on their credibility with families, service providers, and public
officials. To ensure a credible product, the NYSDOH elected to use an 
evidence-based, multidisciplinary consensus panel approach. The 
methodology used for this guideline was established by the Agency for
Health Care Policy and Research (AHCPR). This methodology was selected 
because it is an effective, scientific, and well-tested approach to guideline 
development. 
The NYSDOH has worked closely with the NYS Early Intervention
Coordinating Council throughout the guideline development process. A
state-level steering committee comprised of early intervention officials,
representatives of service providers, and parents was also established to
advise the NYSDOH regarding this initiative. A national advisory group of
experts in early intervention has been available to the NYSDOH to review 
and to provide feedback on the methodology and the guideline. Their efforts
have been crucial to the successful development of this guideline. 
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This Quick Reference Guide provides only summary information. 
For the full text of the recommendations and a summary of the
evidence supporting the recommendations, see Clinical Practice 
Guideline: Report of the Recommendations. 





   

 

 

 
  

 
  

 
   

  
   

  
 

 
  
  

   
  
  

  
  

   
 

  
   

  
  

  
 

 

   
  

  
   

 
    

  
  

  
  

  
  

 
  

 
 

 
   

  
 
 

 
 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

INTRODUCTION 
The guideline recommendations


suggest “best practices,”
 
not policy or regulation
 

The Clinical Practice Guideline on 
which this Quick Reference Guide
is based was developed by a
multidisciplinary panel of
clinicians and parents. The
development of guidelines for the
Early Intervention Program (EIP)
was sponsored by the New York
State Department of Health as a
part of its mission to make a
positive contribution to the quality
of care for children with 
disabilities. 
The guideline is intended to
provide parents, professionals, and
others with recommendations 
based on the best scientific 
evidence available about “best 
practices” for assessment and
intervention for young children
with communication disorders. 

♦	 The guideline is not a required
standard of practice for the
Early Intervention Program
administered by the State of
New York. 

♦	 This guideline document is a
tool to help providers and
families make informed 
decisions. 

♦	 Providers and families are 
encouraged to use this 
guideline, recognizing that the
care provided should always be
tailored to the individual child 
and family. The decision to
follow any particular
recommendations should be 
made by the provider and the
family based on the
circumstances presented by
individual children and their 
families. 

1 



  

 

 
  

   
   

 
 

  
    

       
    

     
    

 
     

  
      

    
      

 
     

   
    

     
 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

SCOPE OF THE GUIDELINE 

This clinical practice guideline provides recommendations about best
practices for assessment and intervention for communication disorders in
young children. 

PRIMARY FOCUS OF THE GUIDELINE 
The primary focus of the recommendations in this guideline is: 
♦ Communication disorders in children under 3 years of age 

The primary focus of the guideline is children from birth to 3 years old. 
However, age 3 is not an absolute cutoff, since many of the
recommendations in this guideline may be applicable to somewhat older
children. 

♦ Communication disorders that are primarily speech and language
problems 
While there are many aspects to communication, the primary focus of this
guideline is communication problems related to speech and language. 

♦ Communication disorders that are not the result of hearing loss or other
specific developmental disorders 
Communication disorders are sometimes the result of hearing loss or
other developmental disorders. The identification of children with these 
problems is covered in a limited fashion in the guideline. The in-depth 
assessment and intervention for these problems is not a primary focus of
the guideline. 

2 



   

 

 

  
   

    
    

  
    

   
     

    
  

      
 

 

    
  

    
    

     
   

     
 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

DEFINITION OF COMMUNICATION DISORDER 

As defined by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
(ASHA), a communication disorder is: 

“An impairment in the ability to receive, send, process, and
comprehend concepts or verbal, nonverbal, and graphic symbol 
systems. A communication disorder may be evident in the processes
of hearing, language, and/or speech. A communication disorder may
range in severity from mild to profound. It may be developmental or
acquired. Individuals may demonstrate one or any combination of 
the three aspects of communication disorders. A communication
disorder may result in a primary disability or it may be secondary to
other disabilities” (ASHA, 1993). 

Operational Definition 

The ASHA definition above includes children with a delay or 
disorder in speech, language, and/or hearing. 

In this guideline, the term “communication disorders” is
used to refer primarily to speech and language problems. 

Although hearing disorders may result in a communication
disorder in young children, assessment and intervention for 
hearing problems are not the primary focus of this guideline. 

3 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

om at ordedd rr vvveerrsssuussCCommmmuunniiccattiiioonn DDiissor e 
ommmmuunniiccatattiiioonn DDeelllayyayCCom a 

IInn tthehe lliitteerraattuurree onon ccommmuniom oncuniunicaattiion 
disorde s irdeders inn young hicchillddrreen,n,n,n,disor youngyoung n, 
va ying dengng defffiiininittiioonsns aarree ssomeeettiimmeessvarryi om 
usedd “di ordeuse ffffor heor tthe tteerrmmss “dissorderrr,”,”
“de ayayay nd “di abi“dissabilliitty” aa he“dell ,,”” aand y” sss ttheyy 
rreefffeeerr om uni on obleobloblemmss..tttoo ccommmuniccaattiion pprr 
AA vavarriiieettyy of diof difffffffeerreent diaagn tosostiiccnt di gnos 
tteerrmmss aandnd llaabe s abells arree aallso usso usedeed ttoo 
descdescrriibe spe om onbe specciifffiiicc ccommmuniccuni aattiion 
probl  young hi dr n.n.n.n.eeoblprpr eeoblemmmsss iiinnn ccyoungyoung c llhihil eedrdre 

nt notAAtt tthe chehe cururrreent ttiimmee,, ttheherree iiss not aa 
nda  de ni on of he vavarriiousousssttaa rndandardd defffiiinittiion of tthessee 

us  by  pro onalonaonalsstteerrmmss useedd by aallll profffeessssii 
de ng wngng wiitthh young cchilldreen.n.deaallii young hi dr n. 

TThehe tteerr om un onmmmss ““ccommmuniiccaattiion 
dd orde nd un ononiissorderrr”” aand ““ccomommmuniiccaattiion 
de y”  de ne o  use hishihisdellaay” aaarree defffiiinedd ffforror use iinn tt 
guide ne o owguidellii  anene ass fffollolllowss:: 
CComommm at ordedd rruuunniiccattiiioonn DDiissor e 
TThehe tteerr om uni onmmm ““ccommmuniccaattiion 
di orde om ononondissorde unirrr”” ((oorr ““ccommmuniccaattii 
probl  de broadl tttooproblee nemmm””)) iiss defffiiinedd broadlyy
iinc udencllude ype  of pe h/aallll ttypess of sspeeecch/
 

nguage de ys  di orde , and
llaanguagege dellaays,, dissorderrss, andnd 
ddis bilitiisaabilittieess.. 

om uuunniiccatattiiioonn DDeelllayyayCCommm a 
he  us heheWWhenn hi  guide neeususedd iinn tthiss guidelliine,, tt 

tteerrmm ““ccommomommununiiccaattiion dellaay”on de y” rrreefffeerrss 
or pecpepeciifffiiiccaallllyy ttoo aa lleevell ofmmoree ss ve  of 

om unicuniunicaattiion tthatt iiss ssiignignifffiiicccaantllyyccommm on ha nt 
be ow he xpe  or ypibellow tt  ehehe expecctteedd or ttypiccaall 

ve s base on aagege andlleevells hi d’s age ndbabasedd on aa cchilld’s a 
rreefffeeerrss pr pe chpprriimmaarriillyy ttoo sspeeech//
 

nguage de y.
llaanguagege dellaay. 
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acacactivities aaand ool  us nc oning,seitviitt seitvii  ttndnd t ssoolools eeususeddd tttooo mmmeeeaaasssuuurrr ve ofeeurure llleee llvevel ffofof fuufufuu ttncnctiii ng,onioning, 
eessttaablbliisshh gibi or vi tdedeteerrmmiinene aa diaagnosiiss,, pleelliigibilliittyy ffforor sseerrvicceess, de, di gnos aplplann 
nt vent on, nd eent out omnt outccomeess..iinteerrvent uriiion, aand mmeeaassuree ttrreeaattmm 

Developmentalopmopmental	 AA ccondi on haonditt gni nt nteeerrrfffeeerreess wwiitthh aa cchilld’ssDevel	 iiion tthatt ssiignifffiiiccaantllyy iint hi d’ 
Disability ffunfununctioning.ng.ng.Disabiabilittyy ctioni 
Familyyy he hi d’sd’d’s prpriimmaarryy ccaarreegigiveverrss,, ho	 ororFamilly	 TThe cchill ght nc ude one orwwwho mmiight iincllude one 

bot  pa eeentss,, ssiibl ngs gr ndpabliings,, graandparreent , fos ororbothh parr nt sntnts, ffosostteerr ccaarree paparreent , orntss, 
othe  usua eee eenvi onm ntnvirronmeent((ss))..otherrss us he hi d’  homluaualllyy iinn tthe cchilld’ss hom 

ParentsParentnts he pr aarryy ccaarreegiverr((ss)) or otheor othe pe on( ho ha have)haveTThe priimm give rrr perrsson(ss)) wwho hass (( ve) 
pons bi of he hi d.ssiignignifffiiccaant rntnt reessponsiibilliittyy ffforor heor tthe wwweellfffaaarree of tthe cchilld. 

Professionalsssional ny provideovioviderr of profof proffeeessssiionall sseerrvi ua oooAAny pr ona hoProffee cviviceess wwho iiss qqualliifffiiieedd tt 
provide he nt nde vi luaualiifffiiiccaattiions geneons generraallllyy ii lncncludeprovide tt ihehe inteendedd sseerrviccee. Qua. Q nc ude 
ttrraaiining,ning, xpe nc nd/or otheeeexperriieencee,, lliicceensuree,, aansur nd/nd/or otherr ssttaattee 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

WHY THE GUIDELINE WAS DEVELOPED 

THE IMPORTANCE OF USI NG SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE TO HELP 
SHAPE CLINICAL PRACTICE 

Every professional discipline today
is being called upon to document
its effectiveness. Current questions
often asked of professionals are: 
♦	 “How do we know if current 

professional practices are
effective in bringing about the
desired results?” 

♦	 “Are there other approaches, or
modifications of existing
approaches, that might produce
better results or similar 
outcomes at less cost?” 

The difficulty in answering these
questions is that many times the
methods used in current 
professional practice have not been
studied extensively or rigorously. 

Evidence-based clinical practice
guidelines are intended to help
professionals, parents, and others 
learn what scientific evidence 
exists about the effectiveness of 
specific clinical methods. This
information can be used as the 
basis for informed decisions. 
This guideline represents the
panel’s attempt to interpret the
available scientific evidence in a 
systematic and unbiased fashion
and to use this interpretation as the
basis for developing guideline
recommendations. It is hoped that
by this process, the guideline
offers a set of recommendations 
that reflects current best practices
and will lead to the best results for 
children with developmental
problems. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

HOW THE GUIDELINE WAS DEVELOPED 

This guideline was developed
using standard research methods 
for evidence-based guidelines. The
process involved establishing
specific criteria for acceptable 
evidence and reviewing the
scientific literature to find such 
evidence. Relatively rigorous 
criteria were used to select studies 
that would provide adequate
evidence about the effectiveness of 
assessment and intervention 
methods of interest. 
Studies meeting these criteria for
evidence were then used as the 
primary basis for developing the
recommendations. In addition, 
there were numerous articles in the 
scientific literature that did not 
meet the evidence criteria yet still
contained information that may be
useful in clinical practice. In many
cases, information from these other
articles and studies was also used 
by the panel but was not given as
much weight in making the
guideline recommendations. 
When no studies were found that 
focused on children in the target
age group (from birth to age 3), 

generalizations were made from
evidence found in the studies of 
somewhat older children. 
In the full-text versions of this 
guideline, each recommendation is
followed by a “strength of
evidence” rating indicating the
amount, general quality, and
clinical applicability (to the
guideline topic) of the evidence
that was used as the basis for the 
recommendation. 

For more information about the 
process used to develop the
guideline recommendations as well 
as a summary of the evidence that 
supports them, see Clinical 
Practice Guideline: Report of the 
Recommendations. 
A full description of the
methodology, the
recommendations, and the
supporting evidence can be found
in Clinical Practice Guideline: 
The Technical Report. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

GUIDELINE VERSIONS 

There are three versions of this 
clinical practice guideline
published by the Department of
Health. The versions differ in their 
length and level of detail in
describing the methods and the
evidence that supports the
recommendations. 
Technical Report 
♦	 full text of all the 

recommendations 
♦	 background information 
♦	 full report of the research

process and the evidence
reviewed 

Report of the Recommendations 
♦	 full text of all the 

recommendations 
♦	 background information 
♦	 summary of the supporting

evidence 
Quick Reference Guide 
♦	 summary of major

recommendations 
♦	 summary of background

information 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE 
INFORMATION? 

There are many ways to learn
more about communication 
disorders. Several resources are 
listed in the back of this booklet. 
In providing this list of resources,
we caution families and 
professionals that the information
provided by these resources has
not been specifically reviewed by
the guideline panel. 

Caution is advised when 
considering assessment or
treatment options that have
not been studied using a good
scientific research 
methodology. 

It is important to consider
whether or not there is good
scientific evidence that the 
approach being considered is 
effective for young children 
with communication 
disorders. 

8 



   

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
   

  

 
  

 

   
   

 
   

 
 

  
 

   
 

  
   

 
 

   

   
   

   
   

 
  

  
   

  
 

  
   

 
  

  
  

 
  

  
 
   

 
 
 
 

 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

BACKGROUND:  UNDERSTANDING 
COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

What Is Communication? 
Communication is the process 
used to exchange information with
others and includes the ability to
produce and understand messages. 
Communication includes the 
transmission of all types of
messages, including information
related to needs, feelings, desires, 
perception, ideas, and knowledge. 
There are many forms of 
communication, including: 
♦	 Nonlinguistic (gestures, body

posture, facial expression, eye
contact, head and body
movement, and physical
distance) 

♦	 Verbal (communication using
words, such as speaking, 
writing, or sign language) 

♦	 Paralinguistic (use of tone of 
voice, emphasis of words,
change of inflection, etc., as 
part of verbal expression) 

Although language and speech are
sometimes thought of as the same
thing, they are, in fact, different. 
♦	 Language is a system of

communication using symbols
within a specific set of rules 
involving a set of small units
(such as syllables or words)
that can be combined to 
produce larger language forms 
(phrases and sentences). 

♦	 Speech is the method of verbal 
language communication that
involves the oral production
and articulation of words. 

An important aspect of
communication includes the give-
and-take interaction of the young
child with others. The way in
which the child communicates 
varies with the child’s age and
developmental status. 

9 



  

 

 

    
 
  

  
   

  
  

 
 

 
  

  
  

 
   

  
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

  
 

  
   

 
   

   
    

 
  

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

What Is Typical
Communication Development? 
Communicative behaviors begin at
birth and evolve over time. 
Children enter the world with a 
limited but meaningful set of
behaviors that serve as 
communication signals to parents
and caregivers. 
Young children usually
demonstrate many kinds of
nonverbal gestures and social
routines before the onset of first 
words. The production and use of
words emerge later in the child’s
development. 
As children move into the 
“intentional language” stage,
language comprehension (what the
child understands) and language
production processes become
evident. Typically in young
children, the ability to understand
language develops before the
ability to speak or produce
language. 

There is a systematic progression 
of vocal and language
development that characterizes the
first 2 years of life. During the
second year of life, a child’s
comprehension and production
abilities expand rapidly. By 3
years of age, most children have
acquired the basics of language. 

Communication is important
for all aspects of a child’s 
development, and the quality
of the child’s communication 
development has a long-term 
impact on learning and on the
child’s ability to interact with
others. 

10 



   

 

              
 

  
 

 
   

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
   
 

  
   

  
 

  
  

 
  

  
  

  
  
 
  

 
   

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
   

   
  

 
   

  
  

 
   

  

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

What Is a
 
Communication Disorder?
 

Young children with a
communication disorder may have
problems with communication
development in one or more of the
following areas: 
♦	 Articulation: the movements of 

the mouth, tongue, and jaw
involved in the production of
speech sounds 

♦	 Fluency: the overall flow or 
rhythm of speech production 

♦	 Language Comprehension: the 
ability to understand speech
(also called reception or 
processing) 

♦	 Language Production: the 
spoken or gestural (such as sign
language) expression of
language 

♦	 Morphology: the formation of 
words using the smallest
meaningful units in language
(words that can stand alone and
syllables or sounds that add
meaning to words 

♦	 Phonology: the sounds of 
language (consonants and
vowels) and rules for
combining sounds to form
words 

♦	 Pragmatics: the practical use of
language (such as the use of
language in conversation)
including implicit and explicit
communicative intent,
nonverbal communication, and 
social aspects of
communication 

♦	 Semantics: the meaning of
words and the meaningful use
of words in phrases or sentence
contexts 

♦	 Syntax: the rules governing the
order of and relationships
among words or phrases in
sentences 

♦	 Voice: the vocal quality, pitch,
and intensity of speech 

11 



  

 

  
  

 
 
 

   
 

  
   

  
 

   
  

  
 

  
  

 
  

  
   

   
  

   
  

  
 

  

   
  

  
   

  
  

   
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

  
   

  
 

  
 

 
  

  
   

 
  

 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

What Are the Major Types of

Communication Disorders?
 

The American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA,
1993) groups communication
disorders into the following three
categories: 
1. Language Disorders 
Language disorder refers to a
problem with comprehension
and/or use of spoken, written, 
and/or other symbol systems. 
Young children with cognitive
delays, autism, and other general
developmental disabilities almost
always experience general delays
in their language development. 
Some children may not have 
identifiable developmental delays
other than a language disorder.
These children may have what
some refer to as a specific
language impairment (SLI). SLI 
is a significant limitation in
language ability without other
associated problems such as 
hearing impairment, cognitive
delays, or neurologic problems. 

In some young children with SLI,
only expressive language seems to
be affected, whereas others show
impairments in both receptive and
expressive development. 
2. Speech Disorders 
A speech disorder is an
impairment of the articulation of
speech sounds, fluency, and/or
voice. Of the preschool-age 
children served by speech
language pathologists in the
United States, it is estimated that
approximately 60% have a primary
language delay or disorder and
40% have some type of speech
disorder. 
3. Hearing Disorders 
A hearing disorder is the result of
impaired sensitivity of the
physiological auditory system. The
focus of this guideline is primary
communication disorders that are 
not the result of hearing loss (or
other specific developmental
problems). 

12 



   

 

  
 

 
  
   

    
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
   

   
  
  

   
   

   
   

  
 

  
  

  

  
   

 
   

 
  

  
 

  
   

  
 

  
 

  
  

 

What Causes a Communication 
Disorder? 
Communication disorders can 
occur in isolation (not associated
with any other identifiable cause), 
or they may coexist with other
conditions such as hearing loss or
developmental disorders such as
mental retardation and autism. The 
specific cause of a communication
disorder is often unknown. 
Do Children “Outgrow”
Communication Disorders? 
Young children who have 
communication disorders as a 
result of hearing loss, 
developmental disorders, or other
specific medical conditions do not
typically “outgrow” their
communication disorder. 
Appropriate treatment for these
children may help them to improve
their language skills, but it will
probably not completely eliminate
the disorder. 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

Some young children are described
as “late talkers.” These are 
children who have no problems in
other areas of skill development
(for example, they participated in
joint attention games with 
caregivers or started walking at the
appropriate age) but who
demonstrate delays in expressive
language for unknown reasons. 
Some of these children appear to
“catch up” to other children in
their age group by the preschool
and early school years. 
How Common Are 
Communication Disorders? 
The American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA)
estimates that 42 million 
Americans have some type of
communication disorder. 
Communication disorders 
represent the most common
developmental problem in young
children. As broadly defined by
ASHA, it is estimated that between
15% and 25% of young children
have some form of communication 
disorder. 

13 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

ASAS MENT CCOOMMUNICATIOIONN DISDISOORDEDERSSSSEESSSSMENT OOFF COMMUNIICCAATT RRDERS 

CComom uni on s i por nnnmmmuniccaattiion iis immporttaa tt ttoo aallll 
aaspespecc s of hi d’ deve opm ntttttts aofof a cc llhihil sd’d’s dedevelll eopmopmentnt
 
nd  have ong--tteerrmm iimmmpapacctt
aand ccaaann have aa llong

on ociocociaalliizzaattiion aandnd lleeaarrni  Ing.ng. Itt iisson ss on ning. 
iimmpor nt oni ortporportaant ttoo mmonittor
 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion devellopmeennntt,,
ccom on deve opm 
nc uding heudiuding heaarriing,ng, iinn aallll cchillldreenniincll hi dr 
om bi h.fffrrrom rbibirtth. 

IIIttt iiisss iiimmmmmporttporportaaant ffntnt for parrpaoror rpa eee ndasnt ndndnt as ndnts and 
profproffeee ona ee aablee ttoo iiddeentsssssiionallss ttoo bb bl dentiifffyyy 
pot ntintntiaall ccomommmuniccaattiion dion disssoorrderrsspotee uni de 
s e lllyy aass poss blpossiiblee.. HHowee rvever,,aas eaarr ow ve 

dent on nd uraururatteeeeaarrllyy iiidentiiffiiccaattiion aand aacccc 
di gnosignosgnosiss ofof ccommmuniuniccaattiionondiaa om on 
disorde s crdeders caann bebe cchahalllleengi  ingng inndisor nging
hi dr unde wgege whohocchilldr ye s of geeeenn underr 33 yeaarrs of aa 

aarree iinn tthehe eeaarrllyy ssttaagegess ofof llaanguagenguanguage
nt.. AAss tthe cchilldd gededevevellopmopmopmeent he hi tgegetss 

olde , theolderr, ur  of hethe aaccccuraaccyy of tthe 
di gnosdiaa usua ncignosgnosiss usuallllyy iincrreeaasseess.. 

be pa ul  dif ultulult ttooIItt mmaayyy be parrttiicculaarrllyy di fffffiicc 
di gnose om ondiaa unignosgnose aa ccommmuniccaattiion 
probl hi dr rheherwwiiseseprobl ho otheeeemm iinn cchilldreenn wwho ot 
se tttttoo have nohahave no aappapparreentntseeemm nt 
deve opm nt obldevell eopmopmentaall pprrobleemmss.. 

orde dent  youn hillldrdreennIInn orderr ttoo iidentiifffyy youngg cchi 
possibl om uni onwwiiittthhh posposs eblii ebl ccommm cuniunicaatttiiion 

di orde  pos bl aalllldissorderrrss aass eeaarrllyy aass posssiiblee,, 
pe ons nvolve younperrssons iinvolvedd wwiitthh youngg
hi dr nc uding pa ndndndcchilldree ntnnn ((iinclluding parreentss aa 

prof ssiona s) neproffeeessi unde st ndlonaonals) neeedd ttoo underrstaand:: 
ypicccaall ccomommmuniiccaattiionon♦♦	 ttypi un 

de llopmopmeentntdeveve 
how ttoo rreeccognizogniognizee ssiiigns ofof♦♦	 howhow gns of 
dif cccululttyy wwiitthh ccomommmuniuniccaattiioondi ffffffiii	 t n  

tpsps too ttaake wwhenn cconceerrns♦♦	 sstteeps ke he onc ansns arree 
id nti ieideentntifffiiedd 

nc nc bout aboutbout aOOncee aa oncnnn iincrreeaasseedd cconceerrnn aa 
ccomommmunicuniunicaattiion dissorderr hass ebebeennon di orde  ha be 
dent eeed,d, iitt iiss iimmporporttaant fffooorriidentiifffiii nt 

pe ngeprofproffeeessssiionalonaonalss ttoo perrfffooorrmm oror aarrrrraange 
or ppr proopriiaattee ssccrreeeening aandfffor aappr ning nd 

aasssseessss nt of he hi d’mmmeent of tthe cchilld’ss 
comcommmunica on.uniunicattiion. 

s i porttaant hant tthatt aallllItIt iis immppoorr 
profproffeeessssiiona nvolve helonaonalss iinvolvedd iinn tthe 

nt proc beaasssseessssmmmeent proceessss be 
know dge bl nd havellknowknowlee adgedgedgedgea eblble aa handnd have 

orki nteexpexperriieencencnce wworkinngg wwiitthh iinnfffaa sntnts 
nd young hi dr n.aand cyoungyoung chilldreen. 

PP 44,, 55,,, 66 
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QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 
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ccul urul hn  va onttturaall//eetthniicc varriiaattiion oooff aa 
lllaaanguage ys  notnguanguanguangua  ssgege s ttysysteeemmm iiisss notnot 
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not anguage disorder.r.not aa lllanguage disorde
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he hi  na urfffaammiilliiaarr ttoo tthe cchilldd ((aa natturaall 
nguage plllaangua  sgege saammplee)).. IItt iiss aallssoo 

nc ude nt oriimmporporttaant tntnt too iincllude aa paparreent oror 
othe mmmiillyy mmeemmbeberr wwho ccaannnotherr fffaaa ho 
iiinteentnterrraaacccttt wwwiiittthhh ttthe cchehe chillhihilddd iidurduri  ttngng ttthehedur ng he 
evaluat on.evaluatiion.on. 
IItt iiss rreeccom nde henevemomommeendedd tthatt wwheha neneverr 
possibl he va ua or use oolsooloolspossibleee,, tthe eevalluattor use tt 
ha  ha  be uraururaccyytthatt havv oee beeenn tteesstteedd ffforror aacccc
 

he hi d’s l nguage nd ul ur
iinn tthe cc lhihild’s laanguage aand cc tululturaall 
group. ongl ndedndendedgroup. II omttt iiss ssttrronglyy rreeccommmee 
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ba kground. Iound.ound. Iff nono eevalluattoorrss aaarreebacckgr va ua 
fluent hi d’ pr ryfflluent iinnn aa cchilld’ss priimmaary
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ttrraaiinenedd iiintnteerrpreetteerr paparrttiicciipattee iiinnpr pa 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Early identification of children
with communication disorders can 
occur in a variety of ways. In some
cases, certain behaviors or lack of
progress in the child’s
development may cause parents or
other caregivers to become
concerned that the child may have
a communication problem. In other
instances, a professional seeing the
child for routine health care may
become concerned about a 
possible communication disorder
based on information from the 
parents or direct observation of the
child 
There are a number of risk factors 
and clinical clues that increase the 
concern that a child may have a
communication disorder. Risk 
factors and clinical clues may be
noticed by the parents, by others 
familiar with the child, or by a
professional who is evaluating or
caring for the child. 

Risk Factors 
Risk factors are current or 
historical observable behaviors or 
findings that suggest that a child is
at increased risk for either having
or developing a communication
disorder. For example, a history of
chronic ear infections is a risk 
factor for communication 
disorders. 
Clinical Clues 
Clinical clues are specific
behaviors or physical findings that
are a cause for concern that a child 
may currently have a
communication disorder. For 
example, a child having no spoken 
words at 18 months would be a 
clinical clue of a possible
communication disorder, including
hearing loss. 

Risk factors and clinical clues for 
speech/language problems are

listed in TABLES 1 and 2 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

TABLE 1:  RISK FACTORS FOR SPEECH/LANGUAGE
 

PROBLEMS IN YOUNG CHILDREN
 

A. Genetic/Congenital Problems 
♦Prenatal complications ♦Genetic disorders 
♦Prematurity* ♦Fetal alcohol syndrome 
♦Microcephaly ♦Known exposure to a teratogen 
♦Dysmorphic child ♦Positive toxicology screen at birth 

B. Medical Conditions 
♦Ear and hearing problems (see Appendix A: Table A-1) 
♦Oral-motor or feeding problems (see Appendix A: Table A-2) 
♦Cleft lip or cleft palate 
♦ Tracheotomy 
♦Autism (see Appendix A: Table A-3) 
♦Neurological disorders 
♦Persistent health/medical problems, chronic illness, or


prolonged hospitalization
 
♦History of intubation 
♦Lead poisoning 
♦Failure to thrive 

C. Family/Environmental Risk Factors 
♦Family history of hearing or speech/language problems 
♦Parents with hearing impairment or cognitive limitation 
♦Children in foster care 
♦Family history of child maltreatment (physical abuse or


child neglect)
 

* 	 The more premature the birth and the more complicated the perinatal course, the greater the risk for
communication disorders and/or other developmental problems. 

17 



  

 

  
   

 
 

   
 

  
  

  
  

  
 

   
 

   
   

  
   
   

 
  

   
   

   
  
   

   
  

  

  
  

    
   

   
   

 
  

   
   

   
 

 
   

  
  

  
 

 
   

 
  

  
 

  
  

 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Normal Language Milestones and 
Clinical Clues of a Possible 
Problem 
Most young children vary
somewhat in the timing of their
communication development.
Typical speech and language
development, known as “normal 
language milestones,” can be used 
as a reference to monitor a child’s 
speech and language development. 
The “normal language milestones”
presented in TABLE 2 are specific
communication behaviors grouped
according to the age range when
they usually first appear in most
children. 
Although there is some normal
variation in the rate at which 
children develop, these milestones
are usually first seen sometime
during the age range specified. The
age at which a behavior or absence
of a behavior starts to become a 
cause for concern (a clinical clue)
corresponds to the upper limit of 
the age range when this behavior
usually first appears in most
children. 

For example, babbling usually
develops between 6 and 9 months 
of age. A child not babbling or
babbling with few or no
consonants at the age of 9 months
is a clinical clue of a possible
communication problem. 
Some risk factors and clinical 
clues of a possible communication
disorder can be identified at a very
early age; others may not be
recognized until parents, 
caregivers, or professionals notice
that the child’s use of language
seems to be delayed compared to
other children within the same age 
range. 

Not all children who have 
risk factors or clinical clues 
have a communication 
disorder. 

The presence of risk factors
or clinical clues merely
provides an indication that
further assessment may be
needed. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

If parents have concerns because
the child has risk factors or clinical 
clues indicating a possible
communication disorder, it is 
recommended that they discuss
these concerns with a health care 
provider or other professional 
experienced in evaluating young
children with developmental
problems. 
If a child care professional
suspects that a child has a
developmental problem, including
a possible communication disorder
or hearing loss, it is important that
these concerns be discussed with 
the parents. When a concern is
identified, it is important to
provide information to the family
about how to obtain an appropriate
evaluation by a health care 
provider or other professional. 

Listening To Parent Concerns 
Parental concerns about the child’s 
communication skills are an 
important indicator that warrants 
further assessment for the 
possibility of a communication
disorder or hearing loss. Further
assessment might begin with a
formal or informal checklist or a 
direct referral for formal 
assessment depending on the level
of parental concern and presence
of other risk factors or clinical 
clues. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

TABLE 2:  NORMAL LANGUAGE MILESTONES AND CLINICAL 

CLUES OF A POSSIBLE COMMUNICATION DISORDER
 

During the First 3 Months 

Normal Language
Milestones 

♦	 looks at caregivers/others 
♦	 becomes quiet in response to

sound (especially to speech) 
♦	 cries differently when tired, 

hungry, or in pain 
♦	 smiles or coos in response to

another person’s smile or voice 

Clinical Clues/Cause for

Concern in First 3 Months
 

♦	 lack of responsiveness 
♦	 lack of awareness of sound 
♦	 lack of awareness of 

environment 
♦	 cry is no different if tired, 

hungry, or in pain 
♦	 problems sucking/swallowing 

From 3–6 Months 

Normal Language
Milestones 

♦	 fixes gaze on face 
♦	 responds to name by looking 

for voice 
♦	 regularly localizes sound

source/speaker 
♦	 cooing, gurgling, chuckling, 

laughing 

Clinical Clues/Cause for
Concern at 6 Months 

♦	 cannot focus, easily over-
stimulated 

♦	 lack of awareness of sound, no
localizing toward the source of 
a sound/speaker 

♦	 lack of awareness of people and
objects in the environment 

Continued... 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

TABLE 2 – Continued... 

From 6-9 Months 

Normal Language Milestones 

♦	 imitates vocalizing to another 
♦	 enjoys reciprocal social games 

structured by adult (such as 
peek-a-boo, pat-a-cake) 

♦	 has different vocalizations for 
different states 

♦	 recognizes familiar people 
♦	 imitates familiar sounds and 

actions 
♦	 reduplicative babbling

(“bababa,” “mama-mama”),
vocal play with intonational
patterns, lots of sounds that
take on the sound of words 

♦	 cries when parent leaves room
(9 mos.) 

♦	 responds consistently to soft
speech and environmental
sounds 

♦	 reaches to request object 

Clinical Clues/Cause for
Concern at 9 Months 

♦	 does not appear to understand
or enjoy the social rewards of 
interaction 

♦	 lack of connection with adult 
(such as lack of eye contact, 
reciprocal eye gaze, vocal turn-
taking, reciprocal social games) 

♦	 no babbling or babbling with
few or no consonants 

Continued... 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

TABLE 2 - Continued . . . 

From 9–12 Months 

Normal Language Milestones 

♦	 attracts attention (such as
vocalizing, coughing) 

♦	 shakes head “no,” pushes
undesired objects away 

♦	 waves “bye” 
♦	 indicates requests clearly;

directs others’ behavior (shows
objects); gives objects to adults;
pats, pulls, tugs on adult; points
to object of desire 

♦	 coordinates actions between 
objects and adults (looks back
and forth between adult and 
object of desire) 

♦	 imitates new sounds/actions 
♦	 shows consistent patterns of

reduplicative babbling,
produces vocalizations that
sound like first words 
(“mama,” “dada”) 

Clinical Clues/Cause for

Concern at 12 Months
 

♦	 is easily upset by sounds that
would not be upsetting to
others 

♦	 does not clearly indicate
request for object while
focusing on object 

♦	 does not coordinate action 
between objects and adults 

♦	 lacks consistent patterns of
reduplicative babbling 

♦	 lacks responses indicating
comprehension of words or
communicative gestures 

♦	 relies exclusively on context for
language understanding 

Continued... 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

TABLE 2 – Continued... 

From 12–18 Months 

Normal Language Milestones 

♦	 begins single-word productions 
♦	 requests objects: points,

vocalizes, may use word
approximations 

♦	 gets attention: vocally, 
physically, maybe by using 
words (such as “mommy”) 

♦	 understands that an adult can 
do things for him/her (such as 
activate a wind-up toy) 

♦	 uses ritual words (such as 
“bye,” “hi,” “thank you,”
“please”) 

♦	 protests: says “no,” shakes
head, moves away, pushes
objects away 

♦	 comments: points to object,
vocalizes, or uses word
approximation 

♦	 acknowledges: eye contact, 
vocal response, repetition of
words 

Clinical Clues/Cause for

Concern at 18 Months
 

♦	 lack of communicative gestures 
♦	 does not attempt to imitate or

spontaneously produce single
words to convey meaning 

♦	 does not persist in
communication (such as may
hand object to adult for help,
but then gives up if adult does
not respond immediately) 

♦	 limited comprehension
vocabulary (understands fewer
than 50 words or phrases 
without gesture or context
clues) 

♦	 limited production vocabulary
(speaks fewer than 10 words) 

♦	 lack of growth in production
vocabulary over 6-month 
period from 12 to 18 months 

Continued... 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

TABLE 2 - Continued . . . 

From 18–24 Months 

Normal Language Milestones 

♦	 uses mostly words to
communicate 

♦	 begins to use two-word 
combinations; first
combinations are usually
memorized forms and used in 
one or two contexts 

♦	 by 24 months, uses 
combinations with relational 
meanings (such as “more
cookie,” “daddy shoe”); more
flexible in use 

♦	 by 24 months, has at least 50 
words, which can be
approximations of adult form 

Clinical Clues/Cause for

Concern at 24 Months
 

♦	 reliance on gestures without
verbalization 

♦	 limited production vocabulary
(speaks fewer than 50 words) 

♦	 does not use any two-word 
combinations 

♦	 limited consonant production 
♦	 largely unintelligible speech 
♦	 compulsively labels objects in

place of commenting or
requesting 

♦	 regression in language
development, stops talking, or
begins echoing phrases he/she 
hears, often inappropriately 

Continued... 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

TABLE 2 - Continued . . . 

From 24–36 Months 

Normal Language Milestones 

♦	 engages in short dialogues and
expresses emotion 

♦	 begins using language in
imaginative ways 

♦	 begins providing descriptive
details to facilitate listener’s 
comprehension 

♦	 uses attention-getting devices 
(such as “hey”) 

♦	 able to link unrelated ideas and 
story elements 

♦	 begins to include articles (such
as “a,” “the”) and word endings
(such as “-ing” added to verbs); 
regular plural “-s” (cats); “is” +
adjective (ball is red); and
regular past tense (“-ed”) 

Clinical Clues/Cause for

Concern at 36 Months
 

♦	 words limited to single
syllables with no final
consonants 

♦	 few or no multiword utterances 
♦	 does not demand a response

from listeners 
♦	 asks no questions 
♦	 poor speech intelligibility 
♦	 frequent tantrums when not

understood 
♦	 echoing or “parroting” of

speech without communicative
intent 

TABLE 2 REFERENCES: 

Miller J. Assessing Language Production in Children: Experimental Procedures. Austin, TX: 
Pro-Ed, 1981. 

Miller J, Chapman R, Branston M, and Reichle J. Language comprehension in sensorimotor
stages V and VI. Journal of Speech and Hearing Research, 1980; 23:284-311. 

Olswang L, Stoel-Gammon C, Coggins T, and Carpenter R. Assessing prelinguistic and early
linguistic behaviors in developmentally young children. In Assessing Linguistic Behavior 
(ALB). Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 1987. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

ROUTINE DEVELOPMENTAL SURVEILLANCEROUTINE DEV LTANEELOPMEV SURVE ANCELLIURVE

DDeevveellopm ntal ur anceee isopmeental ssurvveeiillllanc is aa 
xibleblble,, ongoiongoinngg proceessss iinn wwhihicchhfl procfflleexi 

chichilldd prof ona mmoonnii orcccaarree proffeeessssiionallss onittor aa 
ccchi d’llhihild’d’ deve opm ussss llvedede lve eeopmopmennntttaaalll ssstttaaatttusususus 
dur ngdurii ut ne he orrngng rooutiine heaalltthh ccaarree visvivisiittss or 

hi  provi hi dhooddhdhoodwwhillee ngproviddiing eeaarrllyy cchill 
se viccceess..serrvi 
PPeerriiodi  deve pm ntcodiodic develloopmeentaall 
urve nc of out neoutiinessurve be paiiillllaancee ccaann be parrtt of rr 

wewe -llll- hi xa  or done otheccchilldd eexammss or done aatt otherr 
he hi carcareettiimmeess wwhenn cchilldd
 

prof ona va ua ee aa cchi d.hillld.
proffeeesssssiionallss eevalluatt

DDeeve opm ntvell surve o
opmeentaall surveiillllaancnceee ffforror 
om uni ookinookiookinggccom on nc udemmmuniccaattiion iinclludess ll 

ffforor rriissskk fffaaaccttoorrss,, iident ydentiifffyiiyinngg ccclliiniccaallni 
ccllues of possiblues om onofof possiblee ccommmuniccuni aattiion 
di ordedissor ning nts’rdederss,, lliisstteening ttoo parreepa ntnts’ 
cconconcee ns bout he hirrns aabout ttheiirr cchilldd’’ss 
deve opm ntdevell nd us ng geeopmopment,, aand usiing aa -gege-
ppropr o eeeeni  tngng teessttssaappr iopropriaattee ffforrormmaall ssccrr ning 

uni pm ntffforor ccommomommuniccaattiion deveon develloo epmpment.. 

IItt iiss iiimmporporttaantnt ttoo mmonittoroni or aaa 
hi d’ om oncchill unsd’d’s ccommmuniiccaattiion 

deve opm ntdevell 6, 9, 12, 18,opmeent aatt 6, 9, 12, 18,18,
24, nd 36 onths24, aandnd 36 mmonths.. 

Moni or ng heMonitt hi d’s pa ns andiororing tthe cchilld’s patttteerrnsns and 
ng of pesofof speeecchh aandnd llaanguagegettiimmiing nguage 

deve opm nteopmopment aandnd the comparrriingngdevell thenn compa 
em tt normmaall llaanguaggeeththem oo ““nor ngua 

stones” seoneones” ((seee TTABABLELE 22)) aarree aannmmiilleest 
iimmporporttaant pa  of ut nentnt parrtt of rrooutiine 
deve opm ntdedevelll surve nceopmopmentaalll surveiiillllllaancee.. 
AA hi ’s ur aacchilldd’s’s hifffaaaiilluree ttoo aacchieevvee
pa ulaaarr mmiilleestone by aa cceerrttaaaiinnparrttiiccul stone by 
ge ni pos iiiblbleeaage iiss aa ue ofcclliiniccaall ccllue of aa posss 
om uni henhehen aaccommm on di ordecuniunicaattiion dissorderr.. WW 

cchi d’hilld’ss om un oncccommmuniiccaattiion 
deve opm nt ppe  bedevell eopmopment aappeaarrss ttoo be 
de yed, id,d,d, iittt iiisss aaappropriioprpprppr iopr aaattteee tttooo bebebebe nngiginlldedelaaayeye begi 

or pe nc aammoree ss urvecpepeciifffiiicc ssurveiillllaancee fffooorr 
ccomommmunicuniunicaattiion dissorderr ((rreefffeeon di orde rrrrreedd 
ttoo aass eenhanc  de opm ntalenhancnhancedd devveellopmeentalal 
surv ance.e.))surveeiillllancanc

EI 88EIPP 
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QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

SSuurrvveeiillllllla oaannccee ffforror 
Heariiinngg PPrrobloblleeemmssHHeear 

om nde ha ou neiiineIItt iiss rreeeccommmeendedd tthatt rroutt 
deve opm ntdevell urve oreopmopmentaall ssurveiillllaanceenc fffor aallll 
young hi dr nc udecyoungyoung chilldreenn iincllude 
urve nc ng problobobleemmss..ssurve o  heiiillllaancee ffforror heaarriing pr 

ongl om nde tthahatt aallllIItt iiss sstttrronglyy rreeccommmeendedd 
chichillddrr he st onthseeenn wwiitthhiinn tthe fffiiirrst 33 mmmonths 
ofof lliifffe ve  obj veeee rreecceeiive aann objeeccttiive 
sc ning of he aaablblyy iinnscrreeee ng, prnining of heaarriing, preefffeerr 
he neona  pe od betthe neneonattaall perriiod befffooorree 

didissccha ge om he hospirhaharge fffrrrom tthe hospittaall.. 
SSccrreeeeningninining ffffoorr possibl heposs eblii ebl ahehearriiiiingng 
problprobleeemmss iiss paparrttiicculaarrllyy iimmpoul ntrpoporttaant 
or n nd young hi dredrdrennfffor iinffffaaannttss aand young cchill 

when:when: 
♦♦ ttherheheree aarree knowknownn rriisskk fffaaacctttorss fffoorror 

hhee ng oaaarriing llossss 
♦♦ cclliini ue ocninicaall cclluess ffforror
 

ccommomommuniuniccaattiion dissorderr
on di orde sss aarree 
identi ieidedentifffiiedd 

♦♦ ppaarrreentntss eexprxpreessss cconceerrnsonc boutansns about 
tthe possibi  ofhehe possibilliittyy of aa 
om uni on di orde  ororcc momommuniccaattiion dissorderr
 

hehe ng o
aaarriing llossss 
♦♦ tthe bnor ndings onngsngsngs onrheheree aarree aabnormmaall fffiiindi 

aa ssp h/ nguage ssccrr ningpeeeecch/llaanguage een ngeenii 
tetessst.t. 

tt iis exts extrrreemmeellyy iimmpoporrttaant ttoo doII nt adodo ann 
objobjeeccttiivveeve aassessm nt ofssessmeent of aa cchilldd’’hi d’ss 
he ng ststaattus if ttherree iiss aannheaarriing us if he 
nc sedeed lleeve ofvell of cconconceerrnn fffororiincrreeaas 

he ng probheaarriing problleemmss.. 

PP 999 

2727 



  

 

 

  
   

   
 

 
 

  
 

  
  

 
   

 
 

   

 
  

  
   

 
 

 

 
  
  

   
   

   

   
   

  
    

   
   
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

  
  

   
   
  

   
  

 
  

  

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

 

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

 

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

  

 

 

  
    

    
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

 
   

 
   

    
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

  

 
    

     
  

   

     
  

     
  

   
       

      
     

 
    

     
  

   
   

    
    

   
     

     
   

      
    

   
   
   

CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

AN ENHANCED SURVEILLANCE APPROACHAN ENHANCEDNHANCE S ANCELILURVE ANCE A ROACHPP

or hi iis as annFFor cc hom helhihilddrreenn iinn wwhom ttherree 
iincncrreeaaasesedd lleevell of cconconceerrnn fffoove of orr aa 
ccomommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderr,, iitton di orde iiiss 

om nde ha out nerrreeeccc momomomommmeee ddndended ttt tthahat rrr iioutoutinene 
deve opm ntdevell urve beeopmopmentaall ssurveiillllaanceenc be 
rreeplplaaccceedd wwiitthh mmororee ffrreeque  antnt andquent nd 

or sspepecciifffiiicc devellopmeennttaaallmmoree deve opm 
susu verrve nc oni oriiillllaancee ttoo mmonittor
 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion devellopmeennntt..
ccom on deve opm 

EEnhanc  de opm alenhancnhancedd devveellopmeennttal 
sur iiiiillllllanceeancance iiisss rrreeecccomomommmmeeendevvurss vur eee odndendendendedd fff rfoforroror 
young hi dr  have nocyoungyoung chilldreenn wwhhoo have nono 
aappapparr nt deve opm probleeent devellopmeennttaall pr eobloblemmss 
othe ha bout aaaotherr oncttthann aa cconceerrnn aabout 
posposssiibl om di ordeeblble ccommmuniccaattiioonn dissuni orderr.. 

of ssionasssionallss aand pand parreents caaannPPrroffeee nts c 
mmaake n orke de sions aboutiinffformmeedd decciisions aboutbout 
ppropriopropriaattee aaccttiions baons basseedd tonon theaappr on he 
nfo on ha iiinn ttheheheiiinfnfforror s ga hemmmaattiiion tt thahat iiis gatt rhehereeddd 

urveiiillllaancncee proceessss..
ssurve proc 

EIEIPP 1100 

Once aa progrprograamm of eenhanceedddO e of nhancnc
 
urveiiiiillllllaaanceencnce sshahas ttigun,bebe tigun, iiisss
sss veururve ha begun, i

ha urrreeccommomommeendendedd tthatt tthehe cchihilldd rreetturnn 
or eeeva ua onvalluattiion wi hi 33 mmooonths..fffor rree witthinn nths

 be ppropr  have somsomeeIItt mmaayy abebe appropriiaattee ttoo have 
cchi drhilldree ol ow--upnnn rreettuurrnn fffooorr aa fffolllow upup 
vi or ni oonerooneoonervissiitt ((or ning)iinittiiaattee ssccrreeeening) ss 
ha onths depending on hehehehehettt nnhahan 333 mmmmm ttonngndipedehsontont tonngndipedehs 

degr ve ntntntdegreeee// of he ppassseeverriittyy of tthe aapparree 
disorde nd he ge of he hi d.lhihild.disorderrr aand tthe aage of tthe cc 

pa  of heof tthe ssurveiillllaancncee pr eococessss,,AAss parrtt urve proc 
iitt iiss iimmpor  provide pa sntntstporportaanntt ttoo provide parreent 

nf bout xpe ttteeddwwiitthh iinffoooorrmmaattiioonn aabout eexpecc 
llaanguanguage one TTABABggee mmiilleessttoness ((sseeee LELE 

))),, rrreeeaaasssooonnnsss fffonsons ffor ccoror conceeonconcerrr  aan,n, andnd ys222 n, nd wwwwwaaaysys 
provide he hittoo provi  tdede the cchilldd wwiitthh 

opporopporttuuni s tha ncour getninitiiees thatt eencouraage
 
nguage deve opm nt
llaanguagege devellopmeent.. 

pa  of nhanc ncencnce,,AAss parrtt urveof eenhanceedd ssurveiillllaa 
iitt iis reeccom ha pa ents r oommmmeendendedd tthatt parrentsss 
begi  systysysteemmaattiicc mmonionittoorriing tofof thebeginn s ng of he 
hi d’ lllaanguagegenguanguage be donecchilld’ss hi done.. TThiss ccaann be 

tthrough he ushrough of  deve opm nttthe usee of aa devell eopmopmentaall 
he kl  or que de iiignegneddccheccklii onnassstt or quessttiionnaiirree dess 
or us by pabyby parreent , sucntss, suchh aass tt  Chehe CDDIIfffor usee he 

WWordsords nd ur oraaand GGeessttureess cchecckliisstthe kl or 
he ges ands and SSttaagesstthe AAge ge 
ue onnaionnaonnairree.. TheThessee ttes  areeeQQuessttii esttss ar 

didissccususss hi hapteeedd llaatteerr iinn tthiss cchapteerr.. 
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OO TTHHHEE N INN THHE IIININITITIIAAALL VVVISISIITT 

he  pro ni yyyWWhe onannn aa profffeessssiionall iinittiiaallll
 
uspecccttss aa cchihilldd mmaayy have aa
ssuspe have 

ccomommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderr,, iitton di orde iiiss 
iimmpor nt o:tporporporportaant tto: 
♦♦ ddee ne  he ngttteerrmmiine iiff aa heaarriing 


aass nt or othe
ssseessssmmeent or otherr 
deve opm ntlvevelopmeentaall aassessessssmmee intnt issde nt 
neneeeedededd 
educducduc  pa nt bout normnornormaall♦♦	 e aattee parreentss aabout 
llaanguage deve opm nt ndndndnguanguage devellopmeent aa
 
lllaaanguage di orde
nguanguanguangua ssdigege sdi rrdeoror rde sss 
tteeaaacchh paparreentntss ttoo usee aappropr♦♦	 us pprppropriiaattee 
he kl oni orcc cheheckliissttss ttoo mmonittor 

ccommomommuniuniccaattiion devell eopmopmenntton deve opm
aaacchh parreentss mmeetthods tt♦♦	 ttee pa nt hods ooo 

ncour ge he hi d’ nguagenguanguageeencncouraage tthe cchilld’ss llaa
 
devevevellopmopmeentnt
de 

tttaabliisshh aann aappointmmeent o♦♦	 eess bl ppoint fntnt fforror aa 
fol owllow--up viffol up vissiitt 

PP 1111 

he  of ny o ow--upupAAtt ttthe ttiimmee of aany fffollolllow 
vi om tthahattviss	 ndeiiittss,, iitt iiss rreeccommmeendedd 

deccccciiisssiiions aaonsons a ffboutbout f rfufurrttururt rrheher
dede bout u he
 

ons be base on he
aaccttiiions be basedd on tthe
 
cchi d’hi prog ss dur ng he
llld’ss progrreess duriing tthehe
 
ssurveur nc  pe od.
iveveillllaancee perriiod. 

QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

TE ONTHHSS OF EE HANAAFTFTEERR 333 MMONTTH OF NHNHAANCCCCEEDD 
SS VVEEII NCNCEEURURVE LLLLLAA CE 

IIIfff ttthheee cchhiilllddd hhasas ccaughaughtt upa)a) uupp ttoo 
ageage--appropr a or alapprappropriiatttee nnormmal 
a gguuage mmiillleeestoneess……lllannanguguguageage ston 

oommmmeendedd tthatt ttheIItt iiss rreeccom nde ha he cchhiihilldd 
rreecceeiive no uve he pefnono ffurrurttherr sspecciifffiiicc 
aasssseessssmmmeent butnt but ccont nueontiinue eenha encnceddnhanc 
deve opm nteopmopmentaall sursurvveeiillllaancee aanddevell nc ndnd 

ur ooorr va ua on rrrrreetturnn fffo rreeeevalluattiion nnoo lalatete 
tthahann 33 onthsmmmonths.. 

IIInnn yyoungoouunngg cchi dr n, languahilldreen, languagegege
hange dramat alsskkiillllss cchange dramatiiccallllyyy


during hetngng the cchi d’s fhilld’s ffiiirrstst 33
duri
 
yyeeararss mmpporttant ttoo
.. IIIttt iiss iimpoorr ant
 
re ognize hatreccogniognize tthat iitt iiss of
offttteenn 

didiiffffffffiiiccul  de ne he
tulult ttoo detteerrmmiine tthe
 
reason or or nt of
reas  fonon fforor or eexxtteent of aa 

ommmmuni atuniccatiioonn dissorderr iinn
ccom di orde 
oung hi dr n, par ular yyyyy  coungoung chilldreen, parttiiccularllly

hi dr han 24iinn cc lhihildreenn lleessss tthan 24 
ont s of agehhs of age no otherrrmmonths wwiitthh no othe
 

apparent de opm ntal
apparapparent devveellopmeental
 
cconc rns. Somonc hi dren,
eeerns. Somee cchilldren, iinnn 
he abs nc of any othetthe eabsabsencee of any otherr 

dedevveellopm ntal probleopmopmental probleemmss, mmay, may 
ntual at heeevveentnt upllualualualllyyy cc catatchhh up tttoo ttt iiheheirr 

pe rs and hus may seand tthus may seeemm ttooopeeers
 
““outouttggrrg ow he
grow”” ttheiirr
 
ommmmuni atuniccatiioonn dellay..
ccom de ay 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

b)	 If communication has 
improved but not caught up to
language milestones… 

In a child who has no other 
apparent developmental disorder, 
it may be appropriate to begin
more specific screening or
assessment for a communication 
disorder (including hearing loss) if
the child has not caught up to 
expected language milestones over
a 3- to 6-month period of active
surveillance. 
Or, it may be appropriate to
continue surveillance and have the 
child return for reevaluation within 
3 months if: 
♦	 the child’s communication has 

improved (by some objective 
measure as well as in the 
clinical judgment of the
professional), and 

♦	 the communication delay does
not appear to be affecting other
areas of the child’s 
development, and 

♦	 there are no other 
developmental concerns, and 

♦	 the parents and the professional 
are comfortable extending the
surveillance period. 

If there continues to be a concern 
about communication development
but no indication of other 
developmental problems, it is 
important to: 
♦	 encourage parents to continue

monitoring the child’s language 
development 

♦	 intensify parent education 
♦	 inform the parents that the child

may be at risk for language
problems or may eventually
catch up to normal language
milestones—it is too soon to 
know for sure 

♦	 encourage parents to increase
activities in which the child has 
an opportunity to interact with
other children (exposure to
children with normal language
development might be provided
through a variety of activities,
such as library story groups,
day care, or playgroups) 

♦	 establish a hearing history and 
rule out hearing loss 
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QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

c) d s l ofcc)) IIfIff ttthhhee cchhiillld’’d’s lleeevveell of 
ccom at rreemmainnsss ttthhheemomommuunniiccattiiioonn re ai 
sameamame as atas at ttthhhee iinniitttiial vviisisit……ts al 

heaaarriingng aasssseessssmmeentAA he nt 
ompr hens ve udiologi((ccom eprprehensiive aaudiologicc 

eeva ua on)vall ve nttuauatiion) iiss verryy iimmpporttaaor intnt iff iitt 
has not ye  be  donehas notnot yett beeenn done.. 

depthh eevalluattiion ffforrorAAnn iinn---dept va ua on o aaa 
posposssiiblbl pe h/ nguage probleemmblee sspeeecch/llaanguage pprrobl 

om nde o hi dr nnn wwiitthhiiss rreecc momommeendedd ffforror cchilldree 
no otherheher aappapparreent deve opnt devellopmmmeentaallno ot nt 
disorderdeder wwhoshosee llaanguage hass notdisor nguage ha not 
progr onths ofofofofofprogreeesssseeddd aafffftteerr 333 mmonthshs 
llaanguage urve nc ndnguanguage ssurveiillllaancee aand 
st ulaululattiion.stiimm on. 
IItt iiss iimmmporporttaantnt ffor he pror tthe proofffeeesssssiionallona 
ttoo llook u or sk cccttoorrss ororooookk ccaarreefffullulllyy fffor rriisk fffaaa 
fffiiindi gs handi ugge  othennngs tthatt ssuggesstt otherr 
deve opm ntdevell obl bbeessiideeopmopmentaall pprrobleemmss ((be dess 
he possibl  spe h/ nguagettt poshe posposhe pos eebliss ebli eepess epe ccc llh/h/laaa genguagegenguage 

probleeemm)).. RReefffeerrrraall ttoo aannprobl 
udiologi  deve opmaaudiolologisstt,, devellopmeennttaall 

pedipediaatttrriicciiaan, or othen, or otherr sspecciiaape llliissttss 
mmaayy be pproprabebe appropriiaattee.. 

d) eee cchhiillld’’dd’ss llleeevveell ofd) IIfIff ttthhh of 
om at as grgres edee ssssedccommmmuunniiccattiiioonn hhas rree

ssiinncceee ttthhhee iinniitttiiialal vviissiitt…… 
hi  unde gr eeess iinnIIff aa cchill geddd underr aage 33 rreegreessss
 

om unicuniunicaattiion aabibilliittiiees or ot rheher
ccommm on s or othe 
deve opm nt kidevell eopmopmentaall sskillllss,, iitt iiss 
rreeccomom nde ha he himmmeendedd tthatt tthe cchilldd 

ve aaann iinn deptdepthh mmeediccaallrreecceeiive -- di 
aasssseessss nt hi nc udemmmeent.. TThiss mmaayy iincllude 
eeva ua on byvalluattii deve opm ntonon by aa devellopmeentaall 
pepedidiaattrriiccciiaann or pedior pediaattrriicc 
neneururolologogogiisstt.. 

oommmmeendeddndended tthathahat aann iiinn--deIIItt iiiss rreeccom dedededepptthhh 
aasssseessss nt of om uni on beonon bemmmeent of ccommmuniccaattii 
done by aa sspepeeecchh llaanguagedone by nguage
papattholhologiogiogisstt.. 

he ng angng asssseessssmmeentAA heaarrii nt 
ompr hens ve udiologi((ccompreeehensiive aaudiologicc 

ion)on) iss verryy iimmpporttaant ( itteeva ua on)valluattii ve or nt ((ifif i 
hasshahas not ynotnot yyeeetyeyett beeebebeennn donedonedone))).. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

SCREENING TESTS FOR COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Screening tests for communication
disorders are intended to lead to a 
“yes” or “no” decision that a child
either may have or is unlikely to
have problems with
communication. The intent of 
screening tests is not to arrive at a
formal diagnosis. Instead, the goal
of screening is to identify children
for whom there is an increased 
likelihood of a communication 
disorder and who, therefore, need
further in-depth assessment to
establish the diagnosis. 
There are various approaches to
screening for communication
disorders in young children. 
Screening tests for communication
disorders can be used to screen all 
children in a certain age group or
can be used more selectively to
screen children when there is an 
increased concern for a 
communication disorder that has 
already been identified. 

General Principles of Screening
for Communication Disorders 
Many screening instruments are
readily available to detect possible
communication disorders. 
However, even screening
instruments that are easy to
administer usually require the
experience of a qualified
professional (knowledgeable about
communication disorders in young
children) to interpret results and
counsel parents. 
It is recommended that screening
for communication disorders 
include use of: 
♦ open-ended questions 
♦ informal or formal checklists 
♦ formal screening instruments 
♦ observation of parent-child 

interactions in a setting that is 
familiar to the child 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

If initial screening is done with a
formal checklist or parent
questionnaire, one of the following
is recommended: 
♦	 Language Development Survey

(LDS) 
♦	 MacArthur Communicative 

Development Inventories 
(CDIs) 

♦	 Ages and Stages Questionnaire
(ASQ) (not reviewed in the
guideline) 

If there is an increased concern 
about a possible communication
disorder in a young child, use of
formal screening instruments for
communication disorders is 
recommended. Formal screening
instruments may include: 
♦	 Clinical Linguistic Auditory

Milestone Scale (CLAMS) 
♦	 Early Language Milestone

(ELM) Scale 

If a screening instrument suggests
the possibility of a communication
disorder, further assessment is
needed to determine whether a 
communication disorder exists and 
to establish a diagnosis. 
If a screening instrument suggests
a communication disorder is not 
likely, it is still important to assess
the child for other developmental
or medical problems that may have
caused the initial concern. 

33 



  

 

 

                    
                          

                                           
  

  
  

   
  

   
 

  
 

   
 

   
  

    
   

   
  

 
    

 
  

 

   
          

                                
 

 
 

  
  

   
  

   
  

   
    

    
  

 
 

  
 

    
  

  
    

   
   

 

COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 
SURVEY 
(LDS) 
The Language Development
Survey (LDS) was originally
designed to be completed by
parents in a clinical setting, but it
can also be mailed to parents. It is
a test of expressive language
designed to identify language
delay in 2-year-old children. 
The LDS consists of a one-page 
vocabulary checklist of
approximately 300 words, plus a
question asking about combining
two or more words into phrases. 
The LDS may be useful in 
identifying children 24 months of
age who have a possible
communication disorder. If a child 
at 24 months has less than a 50-
word vocabulary or has no word
combinations, further assessment
is needed. 

MACARTHUR COMMUNICATIVE 
DEVELOPMENTAL 
INVENTORIES 
(CDIS) 
The MacArthur Communicative 
Developmental Inventories (CDIs) 
are norm-referenced tests of 
language development in children
and are based on parent reports on
a standardized questionnaire. 
The CDIs are intended to describe 
typical language development in
children from 8 to 30 months of 
age. There are two formats: one for 
children age 8 to 16 months old
and another for children age 16 to
30 months. Parents complete a
standardized questionnaire asking
about various aspects of nonverbal
and verbal communication. 
The CDIs are useful to aid in the 
recognition of children who would
benefit from further assessment. If 
the child is from a family in which 
Spanish is the primary language,
the Spanish version of the CDIs
may be particularly useful. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

CLINICAL LINGUISTIC 
AUDITORY 
MILESTONE SCALE 
(CLAMS) 
The Clinical Linguistic Auditory
Milestone Scale (CLAMS) was
developed to screen for language
delays in young children between
birth and 3 years of age. The test
uses standardized methods for 
obtaining information from a 
parent report and from direct
interaction between the examiner 
and the child. The CLAMS is 
designed to be administered by a
physician in an office setting. 
The test determines if a child has 
specific language skills or abilities
that have been found to be present 
in most typically developing
children in specific age ranges. 
The CLAMS is most useful for 
confirming normal language
development in children from 14
to 36 months of age. It may also be
useful as a screening test to
identify expressive language
delays in children age 25 to 36
months. 

EARLY 
LANGUAGE 
MILESTONE SCALE 
(ELM) 
The Early Language Milestone
(ELM) Scale was developed for
use in the pediatrician’s office for
a brief screening of a child’s
language abilities. Responses are
obtained from a combination of 
parent report, examiner
observation, and direct testing. 
The ELM Scale may be useful for
identifying 24-month-old children 
who have normal expressive
language development. The ELM
Scale may be less useful for
identifying children with
expressive language delays at 24
months.  A revised version, the 
ELM-2 Scale, is now available. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

on derriinngg ttthhheeCConssiiideri 
Res lllltts ofResuu ttss of aa 
SSccrrreeeeennniinngg TeTTeesstt 

he ons de ng he tttss ofof aaWWhe ulnnn cconsiiderriing tthe rreessul 
ssccrreeeeningnining tteesstt,, iitt iiss iimmporporttaant tntnt too 
reremmee bemmm rbeber:: 
♦♦ NNot hi draotot allll cchilldreenn wwiitthh 


ccommomommuniuniccaattiion dissorderr
on di orde sss ccaann 
be dentbe y. hi driidentiifffiiieedd eeaarrlly. FFor ccor hilldreenn 
lleesssss tthahann 2424 mmonths of aa ,gege,onths of ge 
scrrreeeeningning tteestss aarree lliimmiitteeedd iinnsc st
 
ttheiheheirr aabibilliittyy ttoo difffffffe nt
di eerreentiiaaattee 
hi dr pt veccc lhihihihill eedrdrennn wwwiiittthhh rrreeeccceee iiptptiveve
 
nguage probl om
llaanguanguage probleemmss ffrrom 

hi dr ho have nor aaallllyycc lhihildreenn wwho have normm 
deve opingde nguage ski s.lveveloping llaanguage skillllls. 

BBeeccaaaususee tthehe ttiimmee of onseett nd♦♦ of ons aaand 
severrriittyy of symptof symptoomms varr  iy,y, itt iissseve s va y, 

om nde ha  sc ningsngsngsrreecc momommeendedd tthatt scrreeeeni 
be pe varriiousous aaggeebe rreeepeaatteedd aatt va
 

ve s whe onc or
lleevell nss whenn cconceerrns fffor 
ommmmmmuniccuniunicaaatttiii ssdionon sdi rrdeoror rde ssscccomom on di orde 

pe sist or be omst or beccomee aappapparree .ntnt.perrsi nt 
♦♦ IIff aa hi or bove heccchilldd ssccoreess aabove tthe 

ssttaanda uto  onrndandardd ccutoffffff on aa 
nda di nd he aarreessttaa rndandardizzeedd tteesstt aand ttherree 

ns of blotothheerrr iindindiccaattiioons of aa popossssiiiblee 
om uni henhehen iittccom on di ordemmmuniccaattiion dissorderr,, tt 

iis rs ree om nde ha he cchhii d’cccommmeendedd tthatt tthe hilld’ss 
progr ss cont nue  bepr eogrogress contiinue ttoo be 

tonionitoorreedd aand perriiodicc fffooll owmmoni nd pe odi llow--
up be hedul d.up sbebe sccheduleed. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

IN-DEPTH ASSESSMENT 

Several standardized tests and 
assessment methods have been 
developed to provide a more in-
depth assessment of children who
have a possible communication
disorder. These tests are intended 
to further evaluate children when a 
communication disorder is 
considered possible due to risk
factors and clinical clues, parental 
or professional concerns, and/or
positive screening test results. 
When screening suggests the child
has a possible communication
problem, an in-depth assessment
by a speech language pathologist is 
recommended in order to 
determine if a communication 
disorder is present. It is
recommended that an in-depth 
assessment focus on identifying
the child’s strengths as well as
intervention needs. It is important
to share the assessment results 
with the parents. 
It is important to ask parents about
their concerns and questions. This 
will assist the professional in the
choice of assessment materials and 
procedures. 

It is recommended that an in-depth 
speech/language evaluation
include: 
♦	 hearing ability and hearing

history 
♦	 history of speech/language

development 
♦ oral-motor and feeding history 
♦	 expressive and receptive

language performance (syntax, 
semantics, pragmatics,
phonology) 

♦	 social development 
♦	 quality/resonance of voice

(breath support, nasality of
voice) 

♦	 fluency (rate and flow of
speech) 

♦	 information about culture, 
ethnicity, and linguistic
variations 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

IInn aaasssessingsessing aa cchihilldd wwho shahas aaho ha 
pos bl om unispospossiiblee ccommmuniccaattiioonn 
di ordediss ve ntororderr,, iitt iiss verryy iimmporportttaant 
ttha proha ona nittt profffeessssiionallss usee cclliius cninicaall 
judgm nteudgmudgmudgmudgment,, ddiijj inn aaddittiioonn ttoo aaallll 
iinfnfforroroo mmaattiion ga heon gattherreedd aaboutboutbout 
he cchihilldd,, nd ot  sooleellyytthe aand nnot rreellyy soll 

onon orttteesstt ssccoreess.. 

PP 1144 

IInn rreepopopo ng ul s of herrttiing rreessultts of tthe 
as esasssessssmmentent,, iitt is iimmporis porttaantnt ttooo 
ons ddeerr tthehe iimmpacctt on he ffffaaammiilly.cconsiide pa on tthe y. 

EI 1155EIPP 

WWhehennn aasse sm ntssesssmeent rreesultts confsul s confnffiiirrmm
 
ha hheerree om on
tthatt tthe uniiiss aa ccommmuniccaattiioonn 

di ordedissor porrdeder,, iitt iiss iimmporttaanntt ttoo ttrrryy ttoo 
de ne pos bl of orofof ordetteerr usmmmiine posssiiblee ccaauseess 

or ont he di ordesdidisorderr..fffaaccttor ut ngss ccontrriibbutiing ttoo tthe 
IItt iiss aapproprpprppropriiaattee fffoorr paparreentssnt ttoo 
xploreorore tthe poshe posssiibibilliittyy ooff aa ssseeccondeexpl ond 

or ndependentndendependent eeva ua onvalluattiion wwwhennor ii he 
he cccont nueontiinue ttoo hahaveve cconconceee sttheyy rrnns 
bout pe h/ nguageaabout sspeeecch/llaanguage

dedevevellopmopmopmeentnt.. 

EI 11166EIPP 

SSppecciiiffffiiiccc Te oSpee  anTTeecchhnniiiqqquueess ffforror an 
InIn-Deeppttttthh AAsssseessssmmeenntt--DDep 

oommmmeendedd tthatt tthe iinnIItt iiss rreeccom nde ha he --
deptdepthh aa nt of youngssssseessssmmeent of young 
cchi drhilldree pos blnnn wwiitthh posssiiblee 
pe h/lllaanguage di ordenguage dissorderrss iinclludesspeeecch/ nc ude 

ssttaanda di ndbotbothh rndandardizzeedd tteessttss aand 
na veiiive aasssseessssmmeentnt aapproaccchess..aalltteerrnatt pproa he 

nda st of xpr ssiveveveSSttaandarrdddiizzeedd tteestss of eexpreessi 
nd eeept veptiive llaanguage aarreeaand rreecc nguage 

por nt be use of heiimmporttaantnt beccaause of tthe 
obj vi nd uc ur he ofofoffffffeeerrobjeeccttii tvivityy aand ssttrructturee ttheyy

he nt proc sssttoo tt  ahehe assssseessssmmeent proceessss.. IItt iii 
por nt hatntnt thatt tthehessee tteessttss be aa -gege-iimmporttaa be ge 

appropriiiaattee aand nc udend iincllude mmeeaass eururessappropr ur 
tthahatt aarree nornormm--reefffeeerenceeddref renc 

ompa ng he hi d’((ccomparrriing tthe cchilld’ss 
pe aancncee ttoo tthatt of aannperrfffooorrmm ha  of 
aapproprppropr pe  group ndiiiaattee peeerr group)) aand 
cr on-rerefeerenceedd (comparrpapa iingngngcriitteerriion efefff rencon- ((com 
he hi d’sd’d’s peperrfffoorrmmaancncee aagaii tnsnst aatthe cchill ga ns 

pr de rrrmmiinenedd ssttaandarrdd))..preedettee nda 

IItt iiss iimmmporporttaantnt ttoo rreemmeemmbeberrr 
ha  st nda dindarrdizzeedd tteest scorst scoreessstthatt staa
one aarree notnot ssufuffffffiiicciieent ttooaallone nt 

mmaakeke di gnosaa diaagnosiiss.. 

EIPPP 1177EI
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

Some aspects of communication
(including pragmatics, discourse, 
voice, and fluency) are not easily
measured using standardized tests. 
Therefore, it is important to
include alternative assessment 
approaches in addition to
standardized tests. 
Alternative approaches may
include observation of the child 
and an analysis of natural 
language samples (the child’s 
speech and language as they are
used in settings that are familiar to
the child and with familiar persons
such as parents and caregivers). 

Samples of spontaneous speech
collected in natural contexts are 
important for determining the
child’s level of language
development and obtaining a
description of the child’s language
form, language content, and
language use. Observations of
interactions between the caregiver
and child can serve as a measure of 
the effectiveness of the child’s 
communication. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

OTHER SPECIAL EVALUATIONSOTHERTHER SPECIAL E UATVAL IONSUAT

MMaany young hi drny hoyoung cchilldreenn wwho aaarree 
iininittiiaalllllyy iidedennttiifffiiieedd aand rreefffeeerrnd rrreedd 

of h/ nguagebebeccaauseususe of aa sspepeeecch/llaanguagege 
probleeeeemmm wwwiiillllll eeeventualluantveve luant lllyyy bebeoblprprobl be 
di gnose othediaagnosgnosedd wwiitthh otherr 
deve opm nt obldevell eopmopmentaall pprrobleemmss iinn 
ddi on he ni ionaaddittii  tonon too tthe ccomommmuuniccaattiion 

di ordedissor or hi drrdeder.. FFor eexammppllee,, cchillxa edrdrenn 
deve opm nt  de aarreewwiitthh aaa devellopmeentaall dellaayy 

o st se va ua onononoffftteenn offffiiirrst seeenn ffforror eevalluattii 
be useususe of cconconceerrnn aabout aabeccaa of bout 
sspepeeecch/ nguage probllh/h/laanguage probleemm.. 
AAlltthough s i po ntihoughhough itt iis immporrttaant fffooorr
 
hi dreeenn ttoo havehave aa generraall
cchilldr gene 

aasssseesssssmmeent ofnt of aallll tthe dihe difffffffeerreeentnt 
aarreeaas o deve opms of eentnt,, tthehe tthhrroff devellopm hreeee
 
ondi ons hatttiions tthatt aarree mmostost llii lkekelyy ttoo
ccondi ke 

iinc udencll  audeude a spe h/ nguage pprroblspeeecch/llaanguage probleemm 
e:arare: 

♦♦ ggeene ogni ve problrneneraall ccognittiive probleemmmss 
((deve opmdedevellopmeennttaall dedellaay/y/mmeeentaallnt 
re aarrdadattiioon).rett n). 

♦♦ hhee ng pa ntaaarriing iimmpaiirrmmeent 
♦♦ aaut  or pe va veiututissmm or perrvassiive 

ddeeve opm nt  diso de (((notnotde lvevevevell eeopmopme aantntalll rrosdidi ros rrdedersss not 
discusse his gui el ne––seseeedisscussedd iinn tthis guiddeliinnee 
Apppeep ndindiixxx AA ffforroro  RiRisskk FFac oAApp ac orttorss ffforrorppe

Aut
A iututissmm)) 

AAssessissessinnngg YYouounngg CChhiillldrdrenn wwdre iiitthh 
om at rrss andanandCCommmuuunniiccattiiioonn DDiissor eordedd rs 

OOttthheer Dr eDDevveellopmoopmeenntttallal PProblroblleeea mmmss 
he va ua ng young hi rrreennWWhenn ee lvavaluattiing young cchilldd 

fffor geneor ge deve op de y,rneneraall devellopmmeentaall dellnt aay, iitt 
iiss rreeccom nde hamomommeendedd tthatt 
om unicuniunicaattiive sskikillllss bebe aa sspeecciaialccommm ve ppe l
nd parpaparaattee fffoccocus of ttheaand ssee o us of he 

as esasssesss entmmment.. 
om uni mmororeeCCommm on disordecuniunicaattiion disorderrss aarree
 
om on hohohohoho
ccommm young hi driionon inn young cc llhihil edrdrenn ww 

have othe  deve opm nthave ot rheher devellopmeentaall 
probl  or di orde CChihilldrdreeennprobleemmmss or dissorderrss.. 

bot om uni onwwiitthh hbotboth aa ccommmuniccaattiion 
disordedisorde nd som  otherrr aand somee otherr 
deve opm ntdevell di nteopmopmentaall dissoorrderr preesseede  pr ntnt 
gr ccchahalllleenges fforror plaanniinngggreeaatteerr nges fo  pl nn ng 
aasssseessss nt nd nt vent onmmmeent aand iinteerrventiion 
st gi s.strraatteegieees. 

he va ua ng young hi rrreennWWhenn ee lvavaluattiing young cchilldd 
possibl om uni onwwiitthh pospossiblee ccommmuniccaattiion 

di orderrrss,, iitt iiss iimmporporttaant ttoo aassssseessssdissorde nt 
thet irir ge ogni ve on,on,on,he gennee unerraall ccognittiive fffunnccuncttii 
soc uncttiioni g,oninng, aandnd eemmotii lonaonalsociiaall fffunnu ccu ot ona 
inteinterraaccttionsiions.. 

PP 1188,, 11199 

4040 



   

 

  
  

  
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  

  
 

   
 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

   
 

  
  

  
  
  

 
 

  
  

   
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
  

  
  
  

   
  

  

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

  

 

   
     
   

  
 

    
  

    
 

  

   
     

  
      

  

 

   

 

 

  
  

    
   

  
    

  
   
  

 
  
  

    
    

   
   

  
    

    
   
   
   

  
     

 
   

      
   

     

QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

pa ul por nt oooIItt iiss rpaparttiicculaarrllyy iimmporttaant tt 
ccons deonsii hi d’ ve  ofrdeder aa cchilld’ss lleevell of 
ccogni veogni bi he bitttiive aabilliittiieess ((tthe aabilliitttyy ttoo 
unde nd, proc ssspondpondunderr ndsssttaand, proceessss,, aand rree
 

nf on ssessingssing
ttoo iinffoorro heormmaattiion)) wwhenn aasses 
wwhe hetthehet he hi  harheheheher ttt chehe c llhihilddd shahas aa
 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderr..
ccom on di orde 

IItt iiss iimmmporporttaantnt ttoo aasssseessss ccogni ontogniognitiion 
sepa aaatteell om uni aaattiion iinnseparr yy fffrrrom ccomommmunicc on 
young hi dr uspecyoungyoung chilldreenn wwiitthh ssuspeccttteedd 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderrss..ccom on di orde 

he sse sing ogni on ionononon iinnnWWW nhehehehenn aaa ssesss ses  ccngiss cngi ttogniognitiii 
young hi dr n,cyoungyoung chilldreen, iitt iiss 

tporportaant ttoo usee ssomee ttype ofiimmpor nt  us om ypeype of 
peperr --babasseedd tteesstt tthhaaffffooorrmmaancncee hatt 
doe not qui he us ofofofsdoedoes not rreequirree tthe usee 
languagelanguanguage.. 

EI	 2200,, 2211EIPP 

AAsssseessssiinnngg HHeeaarriiinngg PPrrobloblleeemmss iinn 
ou CCChhiillldrrdreYYounngg dreenn 

IItt iiss rreeccom nde hamomommeendedd tthatt aa
 
ompr hens ve nt of
ccompreehehensiive aasssseessssmmeent of 

heheaarriingng nf nt nd youngfffoorr iinffaaantss aand young
hi dr nnn ((fffrrroomm bi  ttoo 33 yeaarr old)cchilldree birrtthh ye sss old)

includeinclude:: 
aa hhee ng hi or♦♦ aaarriing hissttoryy 

vioraall aaudioommeettrryy tteesstt ng♦♦	 bbeehaviorha udi iiing
(us( ngngng ge ntntaallllyyusii  aann aage//dedevevellopmopmeent 
ppropr ponsaappr iopropriaattee rreessponsee
 

prprprococeeedurduree)))
 
♦♦	 eelleecctt ophysiologi  proc durrophysiologicc procee rdudureess 
PPhyshysiioollog uc heiogogicc tteessttss ssuchh aass tthe 
audi oror brains ssponseeauditt ry pyyy brainstteemm rreespoonnss 
(A(ABBRR)) om nde oraaarree rreeccommmeendedd fffor 
hi dr hos  he sssmmeentntcchilldree ngnnn wwhosee heaarriing aasssseess 

re llttss unr orressuu blaaarree unreelliiaablee or 
iiinconsiionsncnc ions ntsssssttteee .ntnt. AAABBBRRR iiisss aaannn
 
ppropriiiaattee tteesstt ffforroor cchilldreenn
aappropr hi dr 

suspe  of he ho ahoho arreesuspecctt ng osseeedd of heaarriing lloss ww 
ttoooo young  behavior ..fyoungyoung ffooorr behavioraall tteessttss 

qui  us ngAABBRR mmaaayy rreequirree usiing
di ons he hi d.d.d.mmeediccaatt daiiions ttoo sseedattee tthe cchill 

BBeehaviorhavi obs udiomaororall obseerrvattiioonn aaudiva eomomettrryy 
or rriinnggiing(((ssucuchh aasss ccllaapping handsngppipping hands or ngnginging

be sss notnot om aaaa bellll)) ii nderreeccommmeendedd aass 
he ng tteest ffforror iinf ntnffaaantss aandheaarriing st o nd 
chi drenchilldre be  iitt iiss unrunreelliiaabbllnn beccaaususee blee.. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

OOttthheer SpSpecciialal EEvvaluuatiionssrr Spee al at on 
hi re oral-- otor aandCChilldr mmotor annddddrenn wwiitthh oral

di g probl
fffeeeeedinnng probleemmss 

Al houghhoughough devedevelloopingAltt ping 
om nda ons or hi eeeeennn wwwiiittthhhrrreeeccc momomomommmeee ttndandatiii  fffonsons ff  ccoror c llhihildddrrr 

oraall- nd eobloblemmss iissot ding problor -mmmotoorr aand fffeeeeeding pr 
not he ocus of hi  guide nenot tt  fhehe ffocus of tthiss guidellii ,nene, 
som  gene nda ons aiiions arreesomee omgenerraall rreeccommmeendatt
 
nc udedudeuded bebeccaause cchi drhilldreenn wwwho
iincll use ho 

have hehave probl ofoffttteenn havettthessee probleemmss orhahave ((or 
sk o  deve oping  spespeeecchhaarree aatt rriisk ffforror develloping)) aa 

oror llaannguage problguage probleemm alsso.al o.
 us u have ofofofIItt iiss eususefffullul ttoo have aa tteeaamm 

pedi  pr nvolvenvolnvolvedd iinnpediaa onatttrriicc proofffeeessssiionallss ii 
ongoing angng asssseessssmmeent of hi drnt of cchill edrdrenn ffforrorongoi o 
wwhom he onc boutthomhom therree aarree cconceerrns aans boutbout 
oror --mmmotoorr fffunnccuuncttiionon oorr fffeeeeding.aall ot diding. 

om nde ha heIItt iiss rreeeccommmeendedd tthatt tthe 
prof ona heheheproffeee nvolvesssssiionallss iinvolvedd iinn tt 
aasssseess nt of cchi drhilldreenn wwiitthh raall-sssmmeent of oor -

otor nd di onc havemmot ns haveaoror and fffeeeeedinngg cconceerrns 
llleedge of normmaall oraall motorknowknow dge of nor or --mmotor 

nd ding deve opm sss wweellllaand fffeeeeeeding devellopmeenntt aa 
aass eexperxpexperiieencncee aand eexperrttiisseend xpe iinn 

ng hi dr uchhhaasssseesssssiing cchilldreenn wwiitthh ssuc 
prproblobleeemmss.. 

AAugm ntugmee om uni at onantntattiivvee ccommmuniccatiion 
Augm ntaattiiveve ccommmuniuniccaattiiononAugmeentnt om on 
nvolvesss us ng vausiing varriiousous mmeetthodshodsiinvolve hods 
nd/or eeequipmquipmeenntt ttoo aassssiisstt wwiittthhaand/or 
om uni veveveccommm on. Augm ntcuniunicaattiion. Augmeentaattii 

devi mmaayy iinc udencllude ssiigndevicceess gn 
llaanguage  pingua ur  boa ds,,gege, picctturee boarrds, 

oni  voi  output devi eeess,,eelleeccttrr conionic voiccee output devicc 
nd omputomomputeerrss.. AAugm ntugmeentaattiiveveaand cc ve 

ccomommmuni on yscuniunicaattiion ssystteemmss mmaayy
include othe om oninclude uniotherr ccommmuniccaattiion 
tteecchniques suchni s gestur s,queques suchh aas gesturees, fffaaaacciiaall 
xpr iiiiions,onsons, aaa eepenonsndnd epenons ccchhheee eexprxpressssss nd nonspe 

vocvocaalliizzaaattiion.on. 
IItt iiss iimmportporportaantnt ttoo aasssseessss tthe eneneeddhe ne
 
or ugm nteugmugmentaattiive
fffor aann aa ve 
om unicuniunicaattiion ssysystteemm iinn cchillldreennccommm on hi dr 

wwiitthh ccomomommmununiiccaattiion disorderron disorde s,ss, 
pe he not aanneesspecciiaall pellyy wwhenn sspeeecchh iiss not 
ectectiive ode of uni ttiionefeffffffect mveve mode of ccomommmuniccaa on 

fffor heor tthe hi d. or som n,ccchilld. FFor somee cchillddrrhi eeen, 
ugm nt ve uniaaugmee omantntattiive ccommmuniccaattiioonn 
ys nc uding nguagenguanguage))ssystteemmss gn((iinclluding ssiign llaa 

ona  or y.mmaayy bebe ttrraansnsiittiionall or tteemmppororaaarry. 

IItt iiss rr om nde haeeeccommmeendedd tthatt 
pa nnttss be n orbe iinffformmeedd tthatt theheeparreent ha th 
useeususe of ugm nt veaofofofof aannn aaa eeugmugme aantntatttiiiveve 
om uni ys yyyccom onmmmuniccaattiion ssystteemm mmaa 

hheellpp pprromot hepromotee tthe 
deve opm nt of spe h.devellopmeent of speeecch. 

EIEIPP 2222 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

USING RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT IN DECIDING WHETHER 
TO INITIATE SPEECH/LANGUAGE THERAPY 

The decision to initiate 
speech/language therapy for young 
children or not to depends on the 
nature of the speech/language
problem and the developmental
level of the child. Professionals 
use information from the in-depth 
speech/language assessment and
the developmental assessment,
including any special assessments
for cognition, hearing, or other
special evaluations such as oral-
motor problems. 
Separate recommendations are
given for children who have only a
speech/language problem with no
other apparent developmental
problems and for children in whom
the speech/language problem is 
accompanied by other
developmental problems such as 
general developmental delay, 
hearing problems, or oral-motor 
problems. 

Considerations for Initiating
Speech/language Therapy 
In deciding whether or not to 
initiate speech/language therapy in
young children with possible
communication disorders, it is
important that parents and
professionals have available to
them current information from all 
of the following: 
♦	 in-depth speech/language

assessment 
♦	 a developmental assessment

that includes appropriate
assessment of the child’s 
cognitive status 

♦	 assessment of hearing 
♦	 assessment of oral-motor 

problems, if present 
After findings of the above
assessments are available, it is
important to make preliminary
decisions regarding the need for 
speech/language therapy. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Factors to consider in making the
decision about beginning
speech/language therapy include: 
♦	 the severity of the child’s

speech/language delay 
♦	 the type of the child’s

speech/language problem 
♦	 the child’s cognitive status 
♦	 the presence of hearing, oral-

motor, or any other significant
problems that may affect the
child’s communication 

It is important to recognize
that the indications for 
speech/language therapy in
children with general
developmental delays may 
change over time as the child
develops. 

Children with Speech/Language
Problems and Developmental
Delays 
It may not be necessary to initiate
formal speech language therapy
for children with general
developmental (cognitive) delays 
if the following three conditions
are met: 
♦	 the child’s comprehension and

expressive language are
consistent with the child’s 
developmental level, and 

♦	 the child has no other specific
speech/language impairments, 
and 

♦	 the cognitive delay is not
associated with a specific
condition in which 
communication problems are
usually a major component
(such as Down syndrome or
autism) 

For children with specific
developmental disorders
associated with conditions in 
which speech and language
problems are usually a major
component (such as Down
syndrome or autism), it may be
beneficial to initiate formal 
speech/language therapy. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

When the child’s language level
and developmental level are the
same and there are no other 
specific speech/language disorders, 
it is recommended that parents and
professionals initiate activities to
stimulate language development,
including appropriate social
interactions. It is also important to
continue active developmental
surveillance. 

In deciding whether to initiate
speech language therapy for
children with developmental
delays, it is important to
consider the degree of
confidence in the test results. 
Cognitive tests that rely on
language ability may
sometimes underestimate the 
child’s cognitive abilities. 

Considering Speech/Language
Therapy for Children with No
Other Developmental Problems 
When in-depth speech/language
assessment finds that a child has a 
speech/language problem, but the
developmental assessment
indicates no general developmental
delay or other developmental
problems, it may be useful to
consider whether the child has the 
following: 
♦	 a delay in expressive language

but normal language
comprehension, and no other
specific language impairments
(sometimes referred to as
“specific expressive language
delay” or SELD) 

♦	 a specific language impairment
(SLI) 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

CChhiilllddrdrrreenn wwiittthhh MiMilllddd EExprxpreesssssiivvee 
aDDeelllayysayays OOnnlllyyy 

WWhehennn dedecciidingding wwhettherr or tnotnot toohe he  or not 
iininittiiaatteee sspepeeecch/llaanguage ttherrraapyh/ nguage he py
 
or hilhihilddrreenn aage 18 ttoo 3636 mmontonths
fffor cc ge 18 onths 

wwho haveho de vehahave aa dellaayy iinn eexpreessxpr sssiive 
languagenguanguage onl nd no othela onlyy aand no otherr 
aappapparr nt deve opm probleeent devellopmeennttaall pr eobloblemmss 
normmmaall llaanguagenguage ccompr hensompreehehensiioon,((nor n, 

no heaaarriing osng llosss,, aand ttypiccaalllllyyno he nd ypi 
deve opingopioping iinn aallll otheotherr wwaa )ysys),, iitt iissdevell ys 
iimmpor nt o:tporportaant tto: 

ssseessss iiff tthe cchilldd hass aa highe♦♦	 aass he hi ha hihigherr 
or ow ke hood ofor llloweerr llliii llkekeliii ofhoodhood of 
ccont nuingiontontinuing ttoo havehave llaanguagenguanguage 
prprobobob mslelems 

cccognizzee tthatt preediccttiing♦♦	 rree ogni ha  pr di ngng 
wwhe he hi  ha highethehetherr aa cchilldd hass aa hi orrghegher or 
llow ke ood of ontiiinnuingeowowerr lliikelliihhood of ccont uing

have nguage probl mmmssttoo hahave llaanguage problee 
rrreeequi xpe nirquiquiquiquirreeesss eee rrxpexperiiieee eencnceddd cccllliiinc cninininiccaaalll 
judgm ntj eudgmudgment 

EI 333,, 2244EIPP 22 

or	 hi ons derdededederreeeddd tttoooFFF  ccoror c holhihihihilldddrrreeennn www aahoho arrreee ccc iionsonsi 
have aaa highe lliikelliihood ofhave higherr ke hood of 
dedevevellopiopiopingng ur pe h/ nguagefffuuutturee sspeeecch/llaanguanguage 
probleeemmss ((ffforroor eexammplplee,, cchill edrdrennprobl xa hi dr 
wwiitthh ul pl or  pr di tttiingngmmmulttiiplee fffaaaccttorss preedicc
 
ont nue  de y)
ccontii dnuenued dellaay),, iitt iiss 

rreeccom nde hamomommeendedd tthatt:: 

ffforormmaall spespeeecch/llaanguage tt py♦♦ h/ nguage herheheraapy
be nibe ii tninitiiaatteedd 

tvivitiieess ttoo promoottee llaanguage♦♦	 aaccttiivi  prom nguanguage 
ve opm nt be ont nued,ddeevellopmeent be ccontiinued,d, 

aallong he ong ngoonngg wwiitthh tthe ongoioing
 
mmoni ng of he hi
tonionitoorriing of tthe cchilldd’’ss
 
prprogrogrogreessss
 

♦♦ cchhiilldr ve pe diedrdrenn rreecceeiive perriioodicc 
aassssee nt of hesssssmmeent of ttheiirr 
ommmmuniuniccaattiionon lleevevell aandccom	 nd 

progrpr he he  not
eogrogressss ((wwhettherr oorr not
 
pe h/ nguage he py sss
sspeeeccch/llaanguage ttherraapy ii 

initiateinitiaatedd)) 
FForor cchihilldddrreenn wwho have aa lowho have loweerrr 

ke hoo  of u h/lliikellii pedhoohood of fffuttutuurree sspeeecch/ 
ngua  probl tt iissllaanguageggee probleemmss,, ii
ommmmeendendedd tthatt::rreeccom ha 
ffforormmaall spespeeecch/llaanguage tt py♦♦ h/ nguage herheheraapy 
not be ni hinot ibebe inittiiaatteedd aatt tthiss ttiimmee 

♦♦ aaccttiivitvivitiieess ttoo promprpromoottee llaanguagenguanguanguagege
deve opm nt be ont nued,devellopmeent be ccontiinued,d, 
aallong he ongoingwongong wiitthh tthe ongoing 

mmoni ng of he hi
tonionitoorriing of tthe cchilldd’’ss
 
prprogrogrogreessss
 

tthhee cchihilldd bebe rreeeevalluatteedd by he♦♦ va ua tbyby the 
eeessssiionaonall wiwi ntthin 33 mmoonntthsprprofoffe hi onths 

♦♦♦ ttthhheee ccchi d’  ne ollhihil ssd’d’s eeneneeddd fff rfoforroror 
pe h/ nguage he py bebebesspeeeccch/llaanguage ttherraapy 

rreeccons de he  ofionsonsiderreedd aatt tthe ttiimmee of 
rreeeeva ua on depending on hetthelvavaluattiion depending on 
hi d’  progcchill sd’d’s progrreessss 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

Children with Severe 
Speech/Language Delays 
For children at ages 18 to 36
months who have had an in-depth 
assessment that indicates a severe 
delay and who have no other
apparent developmental problems,
it is recommended that formal 
speech/language therapy, as well
as a comprehensive health
evaluation, be initiated. 

A severe delay may be
indicated by: 

♦ at 18 months, no single 
words 

♦ at 24 months, a vocabulary
of fewer than 30 words 

♦ at 36 months, no two-word 
combinations 

One area of current discussion 
among experts in the field is the
extent to which formal speech/
language therapy is necessary for
young children ages 18 to 36
months who have a language delay
but no other developmental
problems. 
There is a certain degree of
variation in the timing of language
development in typically
developing children in this age
range. Many of these children with
milder language delays may catch
up with typically developing peers
by 48 months of age, especially if
efforts are made to facilitate 
language development. However, 
initiating speech/language therapy
is important for those children who
have more severe delays. 

47 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

INT RVENTINTEERVENTIO CO MUIIOONN FFOORR COMMMUMUNNIICCAATTIIOONN 
RDEDISDISOORDERSRS 

one ype of spespeeecch/h/llaanguagenguanguageNNoo toneone type of 
iiinteentnterrrvent onveveveve iintnti iionon isss ttt  fftsbehehe ftsbe rfoforrororhe best o aaaaallllll 
young hi dr n.cyoungyoung chilldreen. IItt iis rs reeccom deommmmeenndedd 
tthahatt tthe ype of ntthehe type of iinteerrventiionvent on fffooorr 
eeaacchh hi be ba  onccchilldd be basseedd on aann 

sssmmeent of tthatt cchilld’ss sspeaasssseess nt of ha hi d’ cpepeciificfficic 
ststrreengths and ne ds.ngtngths and neeeds. IItt iiss 

po ssess thepaparrttiicculaulularrllyy iimmporrttaantnt ttoo aasssess the 
hi d’  pr ntcchilld’ss preettrreeaattmmeent 

deve opm nteopmopmentaall aandnd llaanguagegedevell nguage 
levels..levels 

EIIPP 2255 

por nt be tthahattIItt iiss iimmmporttaant ttoo rreemmeemmberr 
nt vent on  he speeepess epe dddeeeaaarrrlllyyy iiiii eentnterrr iintveve int mmonon maaayyy llhehelppp

tthehe cchi d’  ove nguagelhihild’ss overraallll llaanguage
 
ve opm nteopmopment aandnd lleeaadd ttoo bebettttteerr
dedevell
 

long--t u mmmeess..
long ona  out
tteerrmm fffunnccuncttiionall outccoo 
or cchihilldd ttoo mmaake progreesssss iinn aaFFor aa ke progr 

pa ul nguagengnguageparrttiicc omponent ofaulularr ccomponent of llaa
 
uc aass pronuncpronunciiaattiion or
((ssuchh on or 

gr por fff cfofocco ususococusaagrgrammm ntmmmmmaaarrr))),, iiittt iiisss iiimmm ttporportaaa ttntnt tooo 
nt di on ha probprproblleemm,,ttrreeaattmmmeent dirreeccttllyy on tthatt 

sinc prove one rrreeaasincee ntiiimmprovemmeent iinn one aa 
mmaayy nnoott ne  genenot necceessssaarriillyy generraalliizzee ttoo 
iimmprovepr nt  othemoveovemeent iinn otherr aarreeaass.. 

IItt iiss iimmpor nt ha nt goatporportaant tthatt ttrreeaattmmeent lgoagoalss 
or ndividua be eeeaaarrrlllyyyfffff  eeoror eaaaccc hihhhhh iii llduavindindi lduavi  ccc llhihilddd ccbebe clll
 
dent eeedd aand dend defffiiinedd wwiitthh
iidentiifffiii ne 

mmeeaassur blur ul ndaaablee rreessulttss aand cclleeaarr 
ke ffforroor mmaasstteerry.mmaarrkerrss y. 

IIPP 2266 

or mmmos  young hi drostt young cchilldreenn wwiithhFFor it 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderrss,, iittccom on di orde 

iiss rreeccom nde haommmeendedd tthatt
 
nt vent on o usveventiion fffoccocus fffiiirrsstt on
iinteerr on 
nc aaassiing heng tthe aammount,,iincrree ount 

va y, and of ve balbabalvarriiee ucttty, and ssuccceessss of verr
 
nd nonve ba
aand rnonvenonverball 
om uni nd hen, fffccom onmmmuniccaattiion aand tthen, ii 

ne y, on nt y.y.y.neccee gibisssssaarry, on iinteelllliigibilliitt 
IItt iiss iimmpor nt no hi d’tporportaant nott ttoo slow aa ccslow lhihild’ss 
progr  by fffocco us ng onocusiing on sspepeeeccchhprogreesssss by
ski s thaskilllls t not hethahat aarree not eexpecctteedd aattxpe ttthe 
cchi d’hilld’ss pa ul ge orrpaparttiicculaarr aage or 
deve opm nt vedevell eopmopmentaall lleevell.. 
IItt iiss iimmportporportaantnt ttoo iincllude ongoiongoingnc ude ongoing
eeva ua on of he progvalluattii of heonon of tthe progrreessss of tthe 
iintnteerrvent onve nd odiintntion aand ttoo mmodiffyy 

nt vent on ne ded.deded.
iinteerrve giintntion ssttrraatteegieess aass neee 
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QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

IItt iisss rreeccomommmeendendedd tthhaatt nnoono 
o he ont nuednuenuedffforror py bemmm ooff ttherraapy be ccontii 

wwiitthout dochouthout docuummeentntaattiion tt thahaton ha 
tthe nthe vent veiinteerrventiioonn iis efffffffeeeccttiis e veve 
ffforroor he hi d.tthe cchilld. 

be ppropr odiffodiodiodiffyyyIIItt mmaayyy abebe appropriiiaattee ttoo mm 
tthe nthe ii vent heentnterrventiioonn aapproacchhpproa wwwhenn 
aany of heny o ow oc urtofof the fffollolllowiinngg occcur:: 
♦♦	 ttrreeaattmmeent goant goallss have behave beeeenn 

achievedachihieved 
♦♦	 pprrogr ss i not evidentevidenteogrogress iss not 
♦♦♦	 rrreeegr ssion s notegrgrgrgree  iionisss ionis eenotss enot ddd 
♦♦	 tthe s a hangerheheree iis ann unexpecctteedd ccunexpe hahange

iinn hi d’ behavior or heahehealltthhaaa cchilld’ss behavior or
 
stst us
aaattus 

♦♦	 tthe s a hange herheheree iis a cchange iinn tthe 
nteerrvent onventiion sseettttiing or ttheheiint ng or he 

cchi d’ nvi on ntlhihild’ss eenvirronmmeent 

EIEIPP 2277,, 22888 

ompr hensiveeprprehensive eeva uavalluattiioons,CCom ns,
iinc uding pp oprnclludiuding aapprropriiaattee ssttaanda dirndandardizzeedd 

por nttteessttss,, aaarree aallssoo iimmporttaant ttoo 
omparree tthehe cchi d’s indihilld’s indivvii lduadualccompapapa dua 

progr ss teeess too aagege expectedexpectedprogr --
deve opm nteopmopment.. IItt iiss iimmporporttaa tntnt toodevell nt 
peperrfffooo ompr hensiverrrmm aa ccompreehensive 
eeva ua onvall ye y.tuauatiion aatt lleeaasstt yeaarrlly. 

Th are olTThhee PParrreenntttsss’’ IInnvvolvveemmeenntt iinn 
InInttteeerrvvee onnnntttiiion 
IItt iiss iimmportporportaant ha  pant tthatt parreentntss,, ttoo tthehe 
eext nt hexteent tt bl ng, beyhehey aarree aablee aand wwiilllliind ng,ng, be 
nvolve he ndndndiinvolve	 ntddd iinn tthe aasssseessssmmeent aa 

he ordeiintnteerrvent on ove intntion ffforror ttheiirr cchihilldd iinn ororderr 
unde st nd he hi d’s l nguagettoo underrrstaand tthe cchilld’s laanguanguage

di ordedissorderrr,, ttrreeaattmmeenntt opt onsoptiions,, aandndnd 
prprognosognosis, ntis, aass wweellll aass ttrreeaattmmeentnt 
goa s, objgoalls, ve hods.eobjobjeccttiivess,, aand mmeettnd hodshods. 
IItt iiss rreeccom nde onsmomommeendedd tthatt decciissiiha de onsons 
bout he xt nt of pa ntaabout tt ehehe exteent of parreentaall 

iiinvolvenvolnvolvemmmeennttt iiinn iiintentnterrve iintntions bebebebevent ons be 
de oonn aa ccaassee by ccaassee bassiiss ndmmaade on --by-- ba aand 

ttaake ntke iint ountooo aaccccount:: 
♦♦	 tthhee pa nt va bi ndndndrpapareentss’’ aavaiillaabilliittyy aa
 

iintnteerreeesstt iinn papartrtiicciipattiinngg
pa 
cchhaarr st s of he hi d’sd’d’s♦♦	 aaacctteerriistiiccs of tthe cchill 
homeee eenvi onnvirronmmeenthom nt 
tthhee aaavavaiillaabibilliittyy of ttrraaiiningning nd♦♦ of aaand 
profeeessssiionaonall ssupporttproffe uppor 

por nc udeWWhihillee iittt iis is immporttaantnt ttoo iinclludeude 
he nt procpaparreentntss iiinn tthe iinteerrventventiioonn pr eococessss,,

iitt iiss aallssooo iimmporporttaant hant tthatt ttheheyy bebebe 
nvolveddd iinn dedecciiding heding ttheiirr aabillitiinvolve	 bi ityl y,,
va bi gne oooaavaiillaabi y, ndllliitty, aand wwiilllliinngnessss tt 

paparrttiicciipa he nt vent on.tpapatee iinn tthe iinteerrventiion. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Some parents can help provide
intervention for their child 
provided that: 
♦	 adequate amounts of

professional and parent time are
allocated for parent training 

♦	 parents receive adequate
direction from the professional 

♦	 there is ongoing monitoring of
the child’s progress by the
professional 

The Professional’s Involvement 
in the Intervention Process 
It is recommended that the 
professionals involved in
providing intervention have
expertise and experience with
infants, toddlers, and their families 
and be qualified and appropriately
credentialed under the professional
practice acts of New York State. 
It is important that all
professionals collaborate in
coordinating and integrating
techniques and approaches when
working with the child and family. 

Considerations of the Language
and Culture of the Child and 
Family 
It is always essential to consider
and respect the culture and primary
language of the family when
providing interventions for
children with communication 
disorders. 
Although it is important to
consider the parents’ preference in
determining the language used in
the intervention, it is strongly
recommended that any
intervention be conducted in the 
primary language used in the
home. This is important so that
natural interaction and 
communication can occur between 
the child and the family at home. It
is important that parent education
and counseling, including written
materials, be in the primary
language of the family. 
It is recommended that a 
professional who is fluent in the
language of the child and the
family conduct any direct
speech/language therapy. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

Because parent involvement is 
such an integral part of the
development of speech and
language, it is important for
professionals involved in parent
education and training to be
competent in the language of the
family and familiar with its
culture. 
If a professional fluent in the
child’s primary language is not
available, it is recommended that a
specially trained translator
interpret for the professional who
is providing the intervention. 
If the professional providing the
intervention is not familiar with 
the culture of the family, it is
important to have a cultural
informant to advise the 
professional on issues that may
cause misunderstanding during the
course of therapy. 

A person familiar with the culture
and language of the family can
review intervention techniques and
materials to determine if they are
culturally appropriate. 
It is important that any interpreters 
assisting in the intervention 
process be trained by the
professional providing the
intervention to ensure that 
interpretations of the child’s
behaviors are culturally and
linguistically accurate. It is 
recommended that interpreters 
participate in the specific
intervention program. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

MAJOR INTERVENTION APPROACHESM RJOA INT IONNTERVENT APPROACH SEPPROACH

pe nd vent onsveventiionsSSpeee nguage ntccchh aand llaanguage iinteerr
 
or young hi dr
fffor cyoungyoung chilldreenn wwiitthh 
om uni nc udelncnclude aaccom on di ordemmmuniccaattiion dissorderrss ii 

va yyy of mofof meett dshohods andndvarriiieett hods and 
aapproa hes.ppr om vent onscoaoaches. SSomee iinteerrventnt iiions 
aarree fffocusococuseedd didirreeccttllyy on tthe ccchillddon he hi 
of nnn ccaalllleedd di nt onss).).((offtttee nt intntiondirreecctt iinteerrvvee 

OOttheherr nt vennttiions fo us oons ffoccocus onniinteerrve on 

hing ntng iinteerrvent onventiion sskikillllss tttoo tthe
tteeaacchi he 

nothe hopaparreent orntnt or aanotherr iind viduandiividuall wwho 
he wwworksorks wwiitthh tthe cchilldd (((ooofffttteenntthenn he hi 

rreefffeeerrrreeedd ttoo aass indiindirreecctt 
int ntions)s)..inteerrvveention

di duiiiduaall and/orand/or GGrrouupppIInndivv ou 
TheerraaapyThTh apy 
OOff tthe ntihehe inteerrvent ons thaventiions thatt fffocusococus 
di lllyy on heon tthe cchi d, somhilld, somee iinvolvedirreecctt nvolve 

orking he hiwworkiki  wngng wiiitthhh tt  chehe c llhihilddd iiinn 
indiindivviidua ttherraapy sessionspy sessions iiinnlduadual he 

hi he he orks one-oneone-on--onwwhicc pihhh tthe ttherraapisstt wworks 
one orone wwwiitthh tthehe cchi d,hilld, eeiitthheerr aalloneoonnee or 

ng ha nc ude otherheheriinn aa sseeettttiing tthatt iinclludess ot 
ypi  deve oping hi dr n.eeen. TThhiissttypiccaaallllyy develloping cchilldr 
ype of ntiofof inteerrvent onventiion ccaann occccur iinnttype  oc ur 

tthe aa homee ba pprrogogoghe homehomhome ((( hom --basseedd progrraamm))) 
or om  othe oc on uchucuch aass aaor aatt sssomee otherr llocaattiion ((ss 
profproffeee ona offfffffiiiccee,, sscchool  dasssssiionall’’ss o ,hoolhool, dayy 
ccaarree,, or coror comommmunittyy sesettttiing))uni ng ... 

he hoiiccee ofof sseettttiingng ffforroor iindiivividuallTThe cchoho nd vidua 
pe h/ nguage he pysspeeecch/lllaanguage ttherraapy wwiillll 

depend on  va ordepend ofaonon a varriieettyy of fffaaccttorss
 
ng he ndi hi ddddd’’’ss
rreelllaattiiing duattoo tt  iihehe i vndindiviii llduadual cc llhihil 

ne ds nd fndnd ffaammiillyy ssiittua on.uattiion. TT sheheseeneeeds aa he 
ght nc ude ge ndmmiight ii lncnclude aage aand 

deve opm nteopmopmentaall lleevevell,, tthe ttype aanddevell he ype nd 
ve  of heof tthe ccommmununiiccaattiiononsseeverriittyy om on 

di ordedissorderrr,, oo he  deve op ntttherr devellopmmeentaall 
di s, hededefffiiicciitts ors or mmeediccaall pr blproobleemms, ttthe 

fffaammiillyyy’’sss iintnteerreesstt iinn aand bind aabilliittyyyyy ttoo 
pa pa vent on, heton,on, theparrttiiccii he nttpapatee iinn tthe iinteerrventii 
ul ur  of hetofof the cchihilldd aandnd fffaaammiill  ay,y, andccultturee y, nd 
he nguage us ddd aandndtthe llaa by he hinguanguage useedd by tthe cchill 

fa y.ffammiilly. 
OOttheherr iint ve ons nvolveentnterrvennttiions iinvolve
 

orki hi dr iinn aa oupoupoup
wworking grgrnngg wwiitthh cchilldreenn 
ng hi verveveraallsseettttiing ii henn wwhicchh ttherree aarree ssee 

cchi drhilldree vinnn rreecceeiivinngg ssiimmiillaarr 
oup nt onsiintnteerrvent onsve intntions.. GGrroup iinteerrvevenntttiions 

nge  groups a ttwwoorraange fffrrrooomm groups ass ssmmaallll aass 
hi dr nnn ttoo llaarrgege ccllaassssrroomcchilldree oom 

se ngs.settttiings.. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

In this guideline, group 
speech/language interventions are
defined as interventions that 
involve a professional working
with two or more children who 
both have a communication 
disorder. The size, number of
participants, and structure of the
group may vary depending on the
needs and abilities of the child, 
intervention techniques, and the 
setting. 
Group interventions may occur in
a clinical, classroom, or
community setting (such as the
professional’s office, day care, or
preschool). More informal settings 
might include opportunities for
children to interact at library or 
recreation programs. 
In somewhat older children, group
interventions may take place in a
preschool setting. Group
interventions in preschool settings
may either be specialized classes
for children with developmental
disorders or include peers with 
normal language development. 

Individual Speech/Language
Therapy Approaches 
Individual speech/language
therapy (either as the only kind of
intervention or in combination 
with group interventions) may be
useful in treating young children
with communication disorders. 
Individual therapy may be
especially important at the
beginning stages of treatment as 
specific treatment objectives are 
established and as the child 
becomes familiar with the 
professional and the use of
particular techniques. However, 
individual therapy as the only
intervention method may produce
less generalization of language
skills to other situations than 
would group interventions that
involve multiple conversational
partners. 
It is important for professionals
conducting individual
speech/language interventions to
work with the parents to decide the
goals of the intervention and
monitor the child’s progress. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

When choosing the treatment
strategy for individual therapy
sessions, it is important to
consider: 
♦	 the child’s chronological age

and developmental level 
♦	 the type and severity of the

child’s communication disorder 
♦	 other developmental deficits or

medical problems 
♦	 strengths and interests of the

child 
♦	 other therapies the child is 

receiving 
♦	 the family’s interest in and

ability to participate in the
intervention 

♦	 language used by the child and
the family 

♦	 community resources 

Group Speech/Language
Therapy Approaches 
Depending on the age and
language development level of the
child, group speech/language
intervention in a developmentally 
appropriate group may be useful
for young children with
communication disorders (either as
the only intervention or combined
with individual therapy). 
The specific techniques used by
the professional providing the
intervention are often similar for 
both individual and group
intervention settings. 

Group speech/language
interventions are useful to 
encourage generalization of
language skills to other
settings. In contrast, 
interventions provided
directly by a professional in
individual therapy sessions
may be more useful in
establishing the structural
aspects of language. 
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IItt iiss ii por nt ovidemmmporttaant ttoo pprrovide 
opporopportttuuninittiiees ffor iinclluding rpapareennttsss for nc uding pa
iinn spespe h/ nguage groupeecch/llaanguage group 
nt vent ons foveventiions fforror younyoungg cchilldreen.iinteerr hi dr n. 
nc udinudiudingg paparreentss iinn tthehessee grgroupIIncll nt group

int vveentiontions m provideinteerrve ns maayy hehellpp proovviide 
pa nt mmmmmaaatttiiion,on,on,rrpapareee uppor , insntntntntss wwwiiittthhh sss ttupporupport, fnffiinffooorrr 
aand ducnd ee on nhancaducducattiion ttoo eenhancee 
ccomommmmuniuniccaattiive devellopmee .ntnt. IIttve deve opm nt 
mmaayy aaallsoso fffaaacciilliittaattee genegenerraalliizzzaattiionon 
of he hi d’s l nguage ski s tof tthe cchilld’s laanguage skilllls too 
othe  se ngs.otherr settttiings. 
TThe ype of grouhe tt pe h/ypeype of groupp sspeeecch/
lllaaanguage ntnguanguanguangua iigege i eentnterrrvent oniintveve int  wwonon w cchihichi hhhhh iiisss 
mosmostt ppropr nd use uaaappropriiaattee aand usefffullul 
depends upon he ge ordependsnds upon tthe aage ((or 
deve opm nteopmopmentaall lleevevell)) of tthe cchilld.devell of he hi d. 

18 ndFForor cchilhihilddrreenn 18 mmonths olonths oldd aand 
youngeryoungeyounger,, iitt iiss rreeccomommmeende handeddd tthatt 
pa nt  besntnts be aaccttiive parrttiicciipantpa sntnts iinn ttheparree ve pa he 
group ntgroup vent on ociinteerrventiion pprroceessss.. 

EI 111EIPP 3300,, 33

QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

FForor cchihill ge 18  24 ontdddrreenn aage 18 ttoo 24 mmontonthshs,, 
us u nt iiinniitt iiss usee nc ude paffffullul ttoo iincllude parreentss 

group nt vent ons, but o  somgroup ii entnterrventiions, but ffforror s eomome 
hi dr hi nge groupoup,,cchilldree gennn iinn tthiss aage rraange group 
nt vent ons mintntions maayy be useefffulluul ee nveven iiffiinteerrve be us ve 
he  pa nt not pr nt FFFororttheiirr parrreentss aarree not preesseent.. 

ccchi drllhihil eedrdre ge 24  36 onthsnnnnn aaa tt24gege t24 ooo mm3636 m ,hsontont ,hs
 group nt vent ons underundeunderssmmaallll grgroup iinteerrventiions 

tthe dihe dirree on ofof aa proofffeessssiionaonall mmaayycccttiion pr 
be us ul..be useefffuullu 

be use u nc udeIItt mmaayy bebe usefffullul ttoo iincllude 
ttypiypiccaallll deve oping peyyy develloping peeerrss iinn 
group ntgroup ii vent ons  youngentnterrventiions fffooorr young 
ccchi drllhihil eedrdre om uni onnnnnn wwwiiittthhh ccc mmomomm ccuniunicaaatttiiionon 
disorde s bedisorde us providerrrs beccaausee ttheyy provihe adede ann 

por nt sntnt sourourccee ofof llaanguagenguageiimmporttaa 
ssttiimmululaatttiion. H vingon. Haaving aa young ccchillddyoung hi 
wwiitthh aa ccomommmuniuniccaattiioonn dissor rdederdi orde 
nt pl otheototherriinteerraacctt ngsiinn plaayy sseettttiings wwiitthh 

hi dr he ngengenge
cchilldree gennn iinn tthe ssaammee aage rraa 

wwho haho have ge--approp atvvee aage approprriiatee
 
nguage sgege skillkikillllss ccaann be usbebe useefffffulllul iiiiinn
lllaangua u 

st ul s l nguagegegestiimmulaa ng he hitttiing tthe cchilldd’’s laangua
dedevevellopmopmopmeentnt.. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

SPECIFIC INTERVENTION TECHNIQUES 

Speech and language interventions
for young children with
communication disorders include a 
variety of specific techniques.
There are several ways to classify
these techniques. An intervention
plan for an individual child usually
incorporates a number of specific
techniques. 

Directive versus Naturalistic 
Intervention 
One of the major distinctions
between techniques is the extent to
which they are based on either 
directive or naturalistic 
approaches. Intervention
approaches are usually not limited
to only one approach, but rather
include a mix of both, usually
starting with a more directive
approach and moving to a more
naturalistic approach. Many 
speech/language interventions 
combine elements of both. 

Directive Interventions 
Directive interventions usually
include the following three
characteristics: providing massed 
blocks of trials, providing 
situations in which the 
professional controls the incentives 
and the related consequences 
(reinforcers), and using
consequences such as verbal praise
or tokens that are not related to the 
child’s current activities. 
Directive approaches use specific
techniques such as modeling and
prompting to elicit targeted 
language structures from the child.
An example of modeling is having
the professional name an object
shown to the child and then 
prompting the child to name the
object. Prompting involves the
professional presenting a verbal
command or question, or some 
nonverbal cue, to the child to
produce a desired verbal response. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Naturalistic Approaches 
Naturalistic approaches commonly
include the following three
characteristics: providing learning
opportunities in the day-to-day 
environment of the child rather 
than structured learning sessions,
following the child’s focus of
attention or interest, and using an
incentive and a reinforcer that are 
naturally associated with a
particular communication 
response. 
Naturalistic interventions use 
specific techniques that create
opportunities for the child to learn.
This approach utilizes aspects of
adult-child interaction that 
promote language learning in the
child’s natural environment. In a 
naturalistic intervention, the 
professional arranges materials in
the environment to elicit specific
responses from the child. Deciding
which techniques to use for an
individual child requires the
professional to draw upon
knowledge about normal language
learning and to be aware of the 
needs of the particular child. 

Selecting a Technique or an
Approach 
No one specific speech/language
therapy technique or approach is
best for all young children. When
selecting an intervention technique
or approach, it is important for the
professional providing the
intervention to consider the 
individual characteristics of the 
child, including the child’s stage of
language development. It is often
useful to consider the child’s 
conversational skills and verbal 
style in deciding whether to use a
more directive or a more 
naturalistic intervention. 
For some children, more directive
interventions may be appropriate,
particularly at the beginning stages 
of treatment. Directive 
interventions can be very effective
in developing initial structures of
speech or gesture. Naturalistic 
interventions may be more useful
in increasing spontaneous 
language and generalization to
nontreatment settings. 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

A progression of intervention
strategies from more directive
approaches to more
naturalistic approaches is
important. 

While directive approaches are
perhaps more important initially
for some children, some functional
aspects of language (such as how
to participate in a conversation)
need to be learned using more
naturalistic approaches. 

A naturalistic approach may help
to facilitate long-term goals for
speech/language interventions
such as expressing basic needs,
establishing functional use of
language, interacting socially, and
acquiring knowledge. 

Evaluating Specific Intervention
Techniques 
Many different, specific
intervention techniques have been
shown to be effective for 
improving speech/language skills
in children with communication 
disorders. Specific techniques that
will prove to be most effective for
an individual child will depend
upon many factors, including the
type of communication disorder,
the child’s personality, and
whether or not the child has other 
developmental problems. 
It is recommended that the 
treatment objectives for each child
be clearly identified and defined
with clear criteria for success. It is 
important to evaluate the
effectiveness of the speech/
language interventions on a regular
basis. When a child is receiving
speech/language therapy, it is
important to assess behaviors and
communication skills at the 
beginning of treatment and to
document progress at the end of
each intervention session. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 
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genegenerraaalliizzeedd ttoo nontnontrreeaattmmeentntnt 
settess te tttiiings.ngsngsngsngs. 
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iintnteerrvent onve intntion ssttrraatteegieess aass wweellllgi aass 
he nt nsi y, quency, ndtthe iinteensnsitty, fffrrreequency, aand 
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QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

SPEECH/LANGUAGE INTERVENTIONS FOR CHILDREN WITH
DEVELOPMENT DISORDERS

SPEECHPEECH/L GUAGEAN
D ELOPMEV 

I FORSONINTRVEENT
TENELOPM DISORDERS

FOR C TWINERDLIH
ISORDERS 

HT

hi dredrdrenn wwhosehose ccommmununiiccaaattiionCChill om on 
di orderdeder iiss onlonlyy one parrtt ofof aaa mmoreedissor one pa or 
gene aaalll deve opm ntdedevelllopmee antntalll didis rdeoror rdegenerr disorde 

qui ul pl se vi eeess ttoommaayy rreeequirree mmulttiiplee serrvicc 
aaddrddreesssss mmul plulttiiplee ne dsneeeds.. TT rheheree aarreehe 
aaddi onaddittii ons de helonaonal cconsiiderraattiions wwons nhehen 
pl nningnninning aann iintnteerrvennttiionon fffooorrr aa cchillddplaa ve hi 
wwiitthh mmmuullttiiplplee ne dsneeeds ccompaomparreedd ttoo aa 
hi  onl ldedelaayy ororcchilldd nguage dewwwiitthh onlyy aa llaanguage

disorderdeder aand no othend no otherr aa rrppappa eeennttdisor ppa 
deve opm nt obldevell eopmopmentaall pprrobleemmss.. 

n, pe nd aaanguagenguageOOffftttee  sn,n, siimmiillaarr sspeeecchh aand ll 
iinteerr vent vent onveventiion ssttrraatteegigieess aarree eeffffffffeeeccttiive 
for aa hi om uni tttiionffor ccchilldd wwiitthh ccommmuniccaa on 
di orde s r gadissor of tttherr ttherdeders reegarrddlleessss of wwhe hehe he 
hi ha  othe  deve opm ntantntallcchilldd shahas otherr devellopmee 

ue ow ve udieudiudiessiissssue omsss.. HHoweeverr,, ssomee sstt 
ccompaom ng pe ntrpapariing sspecciifffiiicc ttrreeaattmmeentnt
 
pproa he o ha he mmmostt
aappr coaoachess fffouunnddound tthatt tthe os 

eefffffffeeeccttiiive ntve iinteerrvent onventiion mmeetthodhodhod 
didifffffffeerreeedd aaccccordingording ttoo tthe cc lhihildd’’sshe hi 
pr aaattmmeenntt deve opmdevellopmeennttaalll lleevell..preettrree	 ve 
TThehe eexpe of progcxpexpectteedd rraattee of progrreesssss iinn 

on ntccom	ommmmuniuniccaattiion mmaayy be dibe difffffffeeeerreent 
or hi ddi onallonaonalffffor aa ho haccc llhihilddd ww shahoho sha aa ttddidditiii 

ttypes ofypes pa ntof iimmpaiirrmmeent.. 

AAddi onaddittii onside ons flonaonal cconsiderraattiions ooff rr 
cchi drhilldree ho havennn wwho have aa 
om uni ociiocociaattteedddccommm on di ordecuniuniunicaatttiiion sdidisor rdeder aassss 

othe  deve op ntwwiitthh ot rheher devellopmmeentaall 
problproblee nc udemmmss iincllude:: 
♦♦	 FFoorr hiccchillddrreenn wwiitthh aa
 

deve opm nt  diso de
devellopmeentaall disorrderr
 
di gnosediaa bi h,
gnosgnosedd aatt birrtth, iitt iiss 

oommmmeendendedd tthahatt iinntteerrveventrreeccom ntntiionon 
fffffor posoror bl om onsposposposposssiii eeblble ccc mmomomm iiununicccaaatttiiiun onononon 
di orde s begi  bi h.dissororderrs beginn aatt birrtth. 

♦♦	 FFoorr ne bo ns  genewnenewborrns wwiitthh genettiicc 
ssyndromyndryndromeess oror ccondittiionsondi ons wwwiitthh aa 
high probabi ofhigh probabilliittyy of 
deve opm ntllopmeentaall dedellaayy ((iincll nudiudinggdeve nc udi 
heheaarr ng oss andiiing lloss and cceerrttaaiinn 

olololololog ondi ons , ittttt iiisssneneneururur oo iiggicccaaalll ccc ttondionditiii ))onsons) i,, i 
re omomom nde ha vent onintntionrecc mmeendedd tthatt iinntteerrve 
fffor pot ntor om onepotpotentiiaall ccommmuniiccaattiiun onon 
di orde s begiororderrs beginn iimmmmeedidiaatteellly.diss	 y. 

ccchillddrreenn wwiitthh dissaabilliittii♦♦	 FFoorr hi  di bi eess iinn 
othe of deve opm nt, intnt, itt iissotherrr aarreeaass of devellopmee
 
rreeccom nde ha
momommeendedd tthatt
 
iintnteerrvent ons addr ss a
veventiions addreess allll 
aafffffffeeeccctteedd aarreeaass rraattheherr tthahann jjustusust 
fffocusing onoc om on.ususing on ccommmuniiccaattiiun on.on. 

EI 444EIPP 33 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

Strategies for Children with a
Communication Disorder and 
Other Developmental Problems 
Particular communication 
treatment strategies may have to be
modified when the child’s 
communication disorder is 
combined with other disabilities. 
Some strategies that might be
helpful in setting up the
communication environment 
include: 
♦	 adapt materials, equipment, and

lessons to the developmental
level of the child 

♦	 adapt the home and/or therapy
environment so the child has to 
solve problems or reinforce
skills to do what he or she 
wants to do 

♦	 set the level of stimulation in 
the environment to the 
individual learning style of the
child 

♦	 use preparatory physical or
sensory stimulation or alerting
activities prior to or during
language stimulation 

♦	 present learning material in
small increments (through the
use of task analysis) and
provide sensory, emotional, or
physical supports 

♦	 set up predictable schedules to
help a child transition from one
activity to another 

♦	 present language-related 
concepts concretely, 
repetitiously, and/or with
multisensory input through the
use of sensory cues, which may
need to be dramatic or 
exaggerated 

♦	 include parent and peer
interactions as part of the
communication environment in 
order to help foster
generalization of
communication skills 

Children whose development
is affected in multiple areas 
require multiple services. It is
important to coordinate these
services so interventions are 
not fragmented and parents
are not put in the role of 
coordinating services for the
child. 
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IInnttteeerrvvveenntttiiiononss ffforroor CChhiillldrrdreennd WWhhoo 
a aa SpSpee h/ a ua PP obHavvHHavee Speeecch/lllannangguaggee rrrobllleeemm 
ssoc aiocociattteedd wwiittthhh aa Heaarinngg LLLossAAss HHee riri oss 

Many of he geneMany of tthe generraall 
om nda ons or ngngngrreecc momommeendattiions fffor ttrreeaattii 

cchi drllhihildrdr onleeenn wwiiittthhh yonlonly aa 
commmmuniuni on disorde soo aapplyycom ccaattiion disorderr aalls ppl 

hi dr ho havettoo cchillldreenn wwho have 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion dissorderrssccom on di orde 

ociiiaatteedd wwiitthh heheaarriing llossss..aassssoc ng os 
IItt iiss rr om nde haeeeccommmeendedd tthatt
 
ommmmuniuniccaattiion iinteerrvevennttii  fonon ffooorr
ccom on nt on 

young hi dr he lngngngng ll ssososscyoungyoungyoungyoung cc llhihil eedrdrennn wwwiiittthhh aahehearrriiing os 
ol ow aowow a deve opmdevellopmeennttaall aapprpproacch,fffolll pproa h, 

aaa goall of mmaaximmiizziinngg aage-wwiitthh goa  of xi a -ge
apprappropr om on ski s.iopropriaattee ccommmuniccaattiionuni skilllls. 

ommmmuniuniccaattiion goalls specciiffffiiiccaallllyyCCom on goa s spe 
di eeedd aatt iinnfffaants and cchill edrdrenndirreecctt nts and hi dr
wwiitthh heahehearriing oss whong lloss who aarree lleeeaarrningning
llaanguage hrougougoug or parrttllyyy ttthhrroughnguanguangua  ttgege hr hh or papa oughough
he udi ortudiuditoryy cchannehannell mmaayy eneneedd ttootthe aa ne 

eemmphasi  spe ofphaphasizzee specciifffiiicc aaspeccttssspe ofof 
llaanguage uc phonol gi  ornguanguage ((ssuchh aass phonoloo cgigic or
 
ynt cccttiicc)) ttha  ohatt
ssyntaa offftteenn aarree lleessss 

obvious tousous too tthe hehe heaarriing-- m ipapairreeddobvi ng impai 
be us udibleblble,, lleessss((beccaa heeususe ttheyy aarree lleessss aaudi 

vivissiiblbleee)).. 

EI 666EIPP 3355,, 33

QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

UUssee of peof ona plrpeperssonall aammpliifffiiiccaattiioonn 
devidevicceess ((sucsuchh aas heaarriingng aaiids) iisss he ds)
 
ons derrreedd aa prpreerreequissiittee fffoorr
cconsiide qui 

opt ccomommmuniccaattiioonnoptiimmaall uni 
intinteerrventventnt on o hi driion ffforror cchilldreenn wwiitthh 
he ng os . I ndedndendendendeddaahehearrriiingng omlll ssososs ttI.. tI  iiisss rrreeeccc mmomommeee 
tthahatt aammpl on devi beiplpliffiiccaattiion devicceess be 
ndividualduadualllyy sseelleecctteedd aandnd fffiiitttteeddd ffforroriindivi o 

eeaacchh cchi d’lhihild’ss sspepecciifffiiicc ttype, de egrgreee,,ype, degr 
nd onfffiiiguraattiion of heon of heaarriing ll sososs..aand cconf gur ng os 

IItt iiss iimmpor nt oni hetporportaant ttoo mmonittoorr tthe 
hi d’  heahehearriing osng llosss,, aammpliifffiiiccaattiioncchilld’ss pl a on  

devideviccee ng, nd heffffiiittttiing, aand tthe 
eecctttiiivenevevenessss of hettofof t ahehe amm iiplplifffiiiccaa oneefffffffffffe pl tttttiiion 

devideviccee tthroughout he nthrhroughout tthe iinteerrve intntionvent on 
prprococeessss.. 

IInnttteeerrvveennntttiiiononss ffforroor CChhiillldrrdreenn wwd iiitthh 
Or l otorototor DDef or dinnnggOraaall----MM eefffiiicciitttsss or FFeeeedi 
ProblProblleeemmmss 

use ofee of tthhee iimmpliiccaattiions fffooorrBBeeccaaus plpl ons 
u ur  oraororall fffunnccuncu ttiioonsns ssuchh aassfffuttuturee uc 

spe h, iitt iiss iimmporttaantnt ttoo iinittiiaaatteespeeecch, por ni 
nntt wwhenn ttherree aarree oraallttrreeaattmmeent he he or ---

otor defdedefiicciittss oror fffeeeeeding pr eobloblemmss..mmotor ding probl 
Or -mmoottor unc on po aaantntOr -aall otor ffuncttiion iiss iimmporrtt 
fffor he deve opmor tthe of oordinadedevellopmeenntt of ccoordi tnanateedd 

out ommoveovemmeeentntss of heof tthe mmouthh aandnd fffforror 
he sp rpipiraatttororyy aand phona orttphonandnd tphona oryyttt  rhehe rees ippii 

sys s thathatt aarree nenecceesssasarryy ffforsystteemms or 
comcommmunica on.uniunicattiion. 
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CCOMOMMMMUUNNIICCAATTIIONON DDISISOORDERDERDERRSS 

MMaany of heny om nsof tthe rreeccommmeendattiinda ooons
 
bout pe h/ nguage
aabout sspeeecch/llaanguage 
nt vent ons foveventiions fforror cchillddrreenn wwiitthhiinteerr hi 
om uni oneoneccom on di ordemmmuniccaattiion dissorderrss aall 

aallssoo aapplypplpply ttoo cchi drhilldreenn wwho hahaveho have
 
ommmmunicuniunicaatttiiion sdidisor rdederss
ccom on di orde 

oor -mmotor oorraassocssociiiaatteedd wwiitthh raall- otor or 
ding probngng problleemmss. Whe. Whenn ss epepeecchhfffeeeedi pe 

nt gibi nt yyyiinteellllii gnigibilliittyy iiss ssiignifffiiiccaantll 
us mottrreeducduceeedd bebeccaausee of orof oraall--mo orotor 

de om ttthahattdefffiiiccii ndetttss,, iitt iiss rreeccommmeendedd 
iintnteerrvent ons addr ss theseveventiions addreess these 
concernsconcerns.. 
BBeeffforor ni ng dingeee iinittiiaattiing aa fffeeeeding 
progr xt tporportaantntprograaamm,, iitt iiss eextrreemmeellyy iimmpor 
ttoo rrululeee outout ppos bl diosssiiblee mmeediccaall 
ccomplom ons tha  beiplpliccaattiions thatt mmaayy be 
aafffffffeeeccttiiingng fffeeeeeding.ding. WWhenn aasspihe onrpipiraattiion 
or gaor ga oint na fluxsssttrrointeessttiinall rreeffllux iiss 
ssuspeuspeccctteed,d, iitt iiss rreeccommmeendeom hadndended tthatt 

or xt nsive st ng beiiing bebemmoree dieeexteensiive mmee cdidicaalll tteest 
cons der d.consiidedereed. 

IIPPP 3377 

IItt iiss uncomuncuncommmonon tthhaatt aann iinnfffaant ontnt orr 
young hi d’ di  probleeeeemmm wwwiiillllllcyoungyoungyoungyoung cc llhihil ssd’d’s fffffeeeeee nndidinggg oblprprobl 
bebe rreessolve  us ng onl oneolvedd usiing onlyy one 
tteecchnique or pproa h.hnihnique or aapproacch. IItt iiss 
iimmpor nt on oftporportaant ttoo rreevise tthe selleevise he se cccttiion of 
tteecchniques and st gi s ahnihniques and strraatteegiees ass 
aapproprppr he hi d’iopropriaattee ttoo mmeeeett tthe cchill sd’d’s
 
hanging ne ds
cchanginging neeeds.. 

useee of he highof tthe high rriisskk ffforBBeeccaaus or 
aspiaspirraattiioonn nd othe dion aand otherr mmeediccaall 
ompl ons i nd youngyoungyoungccompliicc ntaattiions inn iinnfffaantss aand 

hi dr nnn wwho haveho have fffeeeeeding or
cchilldree ding or 

sw ow ng disorde s,iowowing disorderrs, iitt iis strr yonglonglyswaallll s st ongl 
om nde of ssionallonaonalssrreeccom hammmee ddndended ttt tthahat pprrofoffeeessii 

wworkingorki he havewngng wiitthh tthessee cchilldreennhi dr hahave 
dequa eee knowknowlleedgedge,, ttrraaiining,ng, andaadequatt ning, and 

eexpexperriieenc pe heencnce sspecciifffiiicc ttoo tthessee 
condidittiioonnss. s r om ndeddd tthahattcon ons. IItt iis reeccommmeende 

ding aand ornd oraall-- ot he pyfffeeeeding mmotoorr ttherraappyy 
pl ns nvolve he panvolnvolve tthe parreentntss aand ototherrplaans ii nd othe 
ccaarreegivegi uc orveverss aass mmuchh aass posssiiblpos bleee ffforror 
opt ul nt nancencnce..optiimmaall ndrreessulttss aand mmaaiinteena 

IInnttteeerrvvee on o dnnntttiiionss ffforror CChhiillldrrdreenn 
di ggg AAuugmgmeenntttatttatiivveeNNeeeedinn a 

ComCommm atuuunniiccattiiioonn 
IItt iiss rreeccom nde gimomommeendedd tthatt ssttrraatteeha egigiess 
ffforor ssuppor ng he deve optupporupportiing tthe devellopmmeentnt ofnt of 
na ur ssssspeeepepeeccchhh aaalllwwwaaa iibeysys ibe llncncl dudeudeudeudeddttnanat aaururalll ys be nc ude 

ugm nt ve om uni ooonniinn aa eugmugmentaattiive ccommmuniccaattii 
gi ntiintnteerrvent onve intntion ssttrraatteegieess ffforroor iinnfffaaaantss 

nd young hi dr n.aand cyoungyoung chilldreen. 

IItt iiss iimmmporporttaantnt ttoo ffocus on ttheheocus on he 
cchihilld’ om un on illsdd’’ss ccommmuniiccaattiion sskkillsills 

he ha kilkikilllrraatthe on he hi d’rrr tthann on tthe cchilld’ss ss 
using he sysiinn using tthe systteemm.. 
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he hoos ng aattiiveveWWhe ugm ntnnn cchoosiing aann aaugmeent
 
ommmmuniuniccaattiionon ssysystteemm ffforor
ccom 

iintnteerrvent on,veventiion, iitt iis immporporttaant ttoos i nt
 
ons de he hi d’  vi on,
cconsii rdeder tthe cchilld’ss vissiion,

he ng, ang,ng, andnd ccogni veognittiive aabibilliitttiieess;; ttheheaarrii he 
nt ndedndended aaudi ncudieencee;; aand aacccceeessss,,iintee nd 

tt bilbibiliitty,y, aadapt bidaptaabilliitty,porpor aa y, 
poss bipossii s for xpansion, ndlbibiliittiiees ffor eexpansion, aaand 
maint nancmainteeenancee.. 

QQUIUICCKK RR ERENEFEFERENCCEE GGGUIUIDDEE 

IItt iiss rreeccom nde hamomommeendedd tthatt
 
ugm nt ve uni
aaugmee omantntattiive ccommmuniccaattiioonn 
nt vent ons fo us onintntions ffoccocus on ttrraaiiningngiinteerrve ning 

wwiitthh aa ssystysysteemm tthahatt iiss eeaassyy ttoo useususe,, 
eenabl s thenablees hi be unde stoodthe cchilldd ttoo be underrsttood 
by de vadede varriieettyy ofby aa wwii of 
comcommmunicauniunicattiioo  pa ne ndnn parrttnerrss,, aand 
provide ot va on heheheprovide ussss mmotiivattiion ttoo usee tt 
syst spons  cccueuesssysteemm na uriiinn rreesponsee ttoo natturaall 

ve yda ont xts.iinn eeverr yydayday cconteexts. 

EI 888EIPP 33
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

TABLE A-1 
RISK FACTORS FOR HEARING PROBLEMS IN YOUNG CHILDREN 

Genetic or Congenital Factors
♦ Family history of hereditary childhood sensory-neural hearing loss 
♦ Congenital infections known to be associated with hearing loss 
♦ Craniofacial anomalies 
♦ Birth weight less than 1,500 grams 
♦ A genetic syndrome known to include hearing loss 

Exposures or problems occurring after birth
♦ Low Apgar Scores (0–4 at one minute or 0–6 at five minutes) 
♦ Hyperbilirubinemia requiring exchange transfusion 
♦ Ototoxic medications 
♦ Bacterial meningitis 
♦ Mechanical ventilation for five days or longer 
♦	 Recurrent or chronic otitis media with effusion 

From: Joint Committee on Infant Hearing, 1994 

TABLE A-2 
RISK FACTORS AND CLINICAL CLUES FOR ORAL-MOTOR / FEEDING 


PROBLEMS IN YOUNG CHILDREN
 

Risk factors 
♦ Craniofacial disorders or syndromes (of the head and neck) 
♦ Cleft lip or cleft palate 
♦ Tracheotomy 
♦ Cerebral Palsy 

Clinical clues 
♦ Poor weight gain 
♦ Prolonged feeding time 
♦ Poor suck 
♦ Gagging 
♦ Excessive drooling 
♦ Hyper/hypo sensitivity 

♦ Undifferentiated cry sounds 
♦ Poor volume or quality of crying 
♦ Lack of reciprocal babbling 
♦ Reduced vocal play 
♦ Failure to thrive 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

TABLE A-3 
CLINICAL CLUES OF POSSIBLE AUTISM IN YOUNG CHILDREN 

The clinical clues listed below represent delayed or atypical behaviors that
when observed in children with a possible communication disorder may be a
clinical clue for autism (although some of these findings may also be seen in
children who have a developmental delay or disorder other than autism). 
If any of these clinical clues are present, further assessment may be needed
to evaluate the possibility of autism or other developmental disorder. 
♦ Delay or absence of spoken language 
♦ Looks through people; not aware of others 
♦ Not responsive to other people’s facial expressions/feelings 
♦ Lack of pretend play; little or no imagination 
♦ Does not show typical interest in or play near peers purposefully 
♦ Lack of turn-taking 
♦ Unable to share pleasure 
♦ Qualitative impairment in nonverbal communication 
♦ Does not point at an object to direct another person to look at it 
♦ Lack of gaze monitoring 
♦ Lack of initiation of activity or social play 
♦ Unusual or repetitive hand and finger mannerisms 
♦ Unusual reactions or lack of reaction to sensory stimuli 

From: Clinical Practice Guideline for Autism/Pervasive Developmental
Disorder, New York State Department of Health, 1999. 

70 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
   

 
 

APPENDIX B 
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

ARTICLES CITED AS EVIDENCE - ASSESSMENT METHODS 

Group Studies 
1.	 Burden V, Stott CM, Forge J, Goodyer I. The Cambridge Language and

Speech Project (CLASP): Detection of language difficulties at 36 to 39
months. Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology 1996; 38: 613–31. 

2.	 Byrne J, Ellsworth C, Bowering E, Vincer M. Language development in
low birth weight infants: The first two years of life. Journal of 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics 1993; 14: 21–27. 

3.	 Clark JG, Jorgensen SK, Blondeau R. Investigating the validity of the
Clinical Linguistic Auditory Milestone Scale. International Journal of 
Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology 1995; 31: 63–75. 

4.	 Dunn M, Flax J, Sliwinski M, Aram D. The use of spontaneous language 
measures as criteria for identifying children with specific language
impairment: An attempt to reconcile clinical and research incongruence.
Journal of Speech and Hearing Research 1996; 39: 643–54. 

5.	 Glascoe FP. Can clinical judgment detect children with speech-language 
problems? Pediatrics 1991; 87: 317–22. 

6.	 Klee T, Carson D, Gavin W, Hall L, Kent A, Reece S. Concurrent and
predictive validity of an Early Learning Screening Program. Journal of 
Speech and Hearing Research 1998; 41: 627–41. 

7.	 Law J. Early language screening in city and Hackney: The concurrent
validity of a measure designed for use with 2 1/2-year-olds. Child Care 
Health and Development 1994; 20: 295–308. 

8.	 LeNormand MT, Vaivre-Douret L, Delfosse MJ. Language and motor 
development in pre-term children: Some questions. Child Care Health 
and Development 1995; 21: 119–33. 

9.	 Paul R. Looney SS, Dahm PS. Communication and socialization skills at
ages 2 and 3 in “late-talking” young children. Journal of Speech and 
Hearing Research 1991; 34: 858–65. 

10. Paul R, Lynn TF, Lohr-Flanders M. History of middle ear involvement 
and speech/language development in late talkers. Journal of Speech and 
Hearing Research 1993; 36: 1055–62. 

11. Rescorla L, Schwartz E. Outcome of toddlers with specific expressive
language delay. Applied Psycholinguistics 1990; 11: 393–407. 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

12. Rescorla L. The Language Development Survey: A screening tool for
delayed language in toddlers. Journal of Speech and Hearing Disorders 
1989; 54: 587–99. 

13. Tomblin JB, Hardy J, Hein H. Predicting poor-communication status in 
preschool children using risk factors present at birth. Journal Speech 
Hearing Research 1991; 34: 1096–1105. 

14. Ward S. The predictive validity and accuracy of a screening test for
language delay and auditory perceptual disorder. European Journal of 
Disorders of Communication 1992; 27: 55–72. 

ARTICLES CITED AS EVIDENCE - INTERVENTION METHODS 

Group Studies 
1.	 Barnett WS, Escobar CM, Ravsten MT. Parent and clinic early

intervention for children with language handicaps: A cost-effectiveness 
analysis. Journal of Division for Early Childhood 1988; 12: 290–298. 

2.	 Best W, Melvin D, Williams S. The effectiveness of communication
groups in day nurseries. European Journal of Disorders in 
Communication 1993; 28: 187–212. 

3.	 Broen PA, Westman MJ. Project parent: A preschool speech program
implemented through parents. Journal of Speech and Hearing Disorders 
1990; 55: 495–502. 

4.	 Camarata SM, Nelson KE, Camarata MN. Comparison of
conversational-recasting and imitative procedures for training
grammatical structures in children with specific language impairment. 
Journal of Speech and Hearing Research 1994; 37: 1414–1423. 

5.	 Cole KN, Dale PS. Direct language instruction and interactive language
instruction with language delayed preschool children: a comparison 
study. Journal of Speech and Hearing Research 1986; 29: 206–217. 

6.	 Cole KN, Dale PS, Mills PE. Individual differences in language delayed
children’s responses to direct and interactive preschool instruction. 
Topics in Early Childhood Special Education 1991; 11: 99–124. 

7.	 Eiserman WD, McCoun M, Escobar CM. A cost-effectiveness analysis
of two alternative program models for serving speech-disordered 
preschoolers. Journal of Early Intervention 1990; 14: 297–317. 
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9.	 Fey ME, Cleave PL, Long SH, Hughes DL. Two approaches to the 
facilitation of grammar in children with language impairment: An
experimental evaluation. Journal of Speech and Hearing Research 1993;
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C-1	 EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM: RELEVANT POLICY 
INFORMATION 

EIP � 1	 Children experiencing communication delays consistent with the State
definition of developmental delay are eligible for the Early
Intervention Program. Children with diagnosed communication
disorders, including specific language impairment, hearing loss,
developmental language disorder, receptive expressive language
disorder, and dyspraxia syndrome are eligible for the Early
Intervention Program by having a “diagnosed condition with a high
probability of developmental delay.” (page 4) 

EIP � 2	 The terms assessment, parents, and screening are also defined in 
regulations that apply to the NYS Early Intervention Program. These
definitions are included in Appendix C-3. (page 5) 

EIP � 3	 In New York State, the term used for professionals who are qualified
to deliver early intervention services is “qualified personnel.”
Qualified personnel are those individuals who are (1) approved to
deliver services to eligible children to the extent authorized by their
licensure, certification or registration, to eligible children and (2) have
appropriate licensure, certification, or registration in the area in which
they are providing services. See Appendix C-3 for the list of qualified 
personnel included in program regulations. (page 5) 

EIP � 4	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, physicians and other
professionals are considered “primary referral sources.” When
primary referral sources suspect a possible communication disorder or
a developmental delay communication, development, they must refer
the child to the Early Intervention Official in the child’s county of
residence unless the parent objects to the referral. See Appendix C-4 
for a list of Early Intervention Officials. (page 14) 

EIP � 5	 Parents can refer their children directly to the NYS Early Intervention 
Official in their county of residence if they suspect a possible
communication disorder. (page 14) 

EIP � 6	 Primary referral sources, including physicians and other
professionals, are required to inform parents about the Early
Intervention Program and the benefits of early intervention services
for children and their families. (page 14) 

81 
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EIP � 7	 The child’s multidisciplinary evaluation for the Early Intervention
Program must be conducted in the child’s dominant language,
whenever feasible. (page 15) 

EIP � 8	 Professionals who suspect a child may have a communication delay
or disorder due to parent concerns or in the course of developmental
surveillance must refer the child to the New York State Early
Intervention Program, unless the parent objects to a referral. (page 26) 

EIP � 9	 Children with hearing impairments are eligible for the Early
Intervention Program. Professionals who suspect a child may have a
hearing problem, due to parent concerns or results of developmental
surveillance, must refer the child to the New York State Early
Intervention Program, unless the parent objects to a referral. (page 27) 

EIP � 10	 Under the New York State Early Intervention Program, primary
referral sources include a wide range of professionals who provide
services to young children and their families (see the definition in
Appendix C-3). Primary referral sources must refer children at risk or
suspected of having a communication delay or disorder, or other
developmental problem, to the Early Intervention Official in the 
child’s county of residence. When there are heightened concerns
about communication development, and these concerns are not yet to
the level of a suspected communication delay or disorder, a child may
be considered at risk for communication development. In these cases,
professional judgment and parent concerns must be weighed in
determining if a child should be referred to the Early Intervention
Official as an at-risk child. If it is determined that the child is at risk 
for a communication delay or disorder, the child should be referred
unless the parent objects. 
The Early Intervention Official is responsible for ensuring that
children at risk for developmental problems are screened and tracked, 
and referred for a  multidisciplinary evaluation if a developmental
delay or disorder is suspected. If it is determined that a child is not yet
at risk for a communication delay, it is still important to monitor the
child’s progress through developmental surveillance. (page 28) 
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EIP � 11	 Professionals who suspect (because of parent concerns or results of
developmental surveillance) that a child may have a communication
disorder or delay must refer the child to the New York State Early
Intervention Program, unless the parent objects to a referral. (page 29) 

EIP � 12 If a child has not made progress or shows signs of regression after
three months of developmental surveillance, the child should be
referred to the Early Intervention Program as suspected of having a
delay in communication development or a communication disorder.

(page 31) 
EIP � 13	 Under the Early Intervention Program, the multidisciplinary

evaluation team may decide, with the consent of the child’s parent, to
first perform a screening to determine whether to proceed with an 
evaluation or what type of evaluation is needed. 
If a screening test is used before a child is referred to the program
(such as during developmental surveillance included as part of a
routine health care visit) and the results suggest a possible 
communication disorder, the child should be referred to the Early
Intervention Program for a multidisciplinary evaluation, unless the
parent objects. With parent consent, the results of the screening should
also be provided to the multidisciplinary evaluation team selected by 
the parent to conduct the child’s evaluation. (page 36) 

EIP � 14	 The multidisciplinary evaluation team can use a combination of
standardized instruments and procedures, and informed clinical
opinion to determine a child’s eligibility for services. (page 38) 

EIP � 15	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, the multidisciplinary
evaluation team is responsible for informing the parent(s) about the
results of the child’s evaluation. (page 38) 

EIP � 16	 Under the New York State Early Intervention Program, parents may
exercise their rights to a mediation or impartial hearing if the
multidisciplinary evaluation findings show that the child is not eligible
for early intervention services. (page 38) 

EIP � 17	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, the multidisciplinary
evaluation team may use a combination of standardized instruments
and procedures, and informed clinical opinion to determine a child’s
eligibility for early intervention services. (page 38) 
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EIP � 18	 Under the Early Intervention Program, a multidisciplinary evaluation
must assess all five areas of development (cognitive, communication,
physical, social-emotional, and adaptive development). The multi-
disciplinary evaluation is provided at no cost to parents. (page 40) 

EIP � 19	 An assessment of physical development, including a health
assessment, is a required component of the multidisciplinary
evaluation under the NYS Early Intervention Program. Whenever
possible, the health assessment should be completed by the child’s
primary health care provider. (page 40) 

EIP � 20	 Audiological services are covered under the NYS Early Intervention
Program. (page 41) 

EIP � 21	 Children with hearing impairments are eligible for the New York 
State Early Intervention Program by having a diagnosed condition
with a high probability of developmental delay. (page 41) 

EIP � 22	 Under the Early Intervention Program, augmentative communication
systems are considered “assistive technology devices.” The potential
need for an augmentative communication system could be identified
through the child’s initial multidisciplinary evaluation, or later
through a supplement evaluation, or as part of ongoing assessment.
The need for assistive technology devices must be agreed upon by the
parent and the Early Intervention Official, and included in the
Individualized Family Service Plan. (page 42) 

EIP � 23	 In New York State, children with speech language delays are eligible
for the Early Intervention Program if their delays are consistent with
the State’s definition of developmental delay (see Appendix C-3). 
Most children with only mild expressive language delays will not
meet the eligibility criteria established in the State’s definition of
developmental delay. These children may be considered at risk for
communication delay. In determining whether to make a referral to
the Early Intervention Program, professionals and parents should
carefully judge the extent of their concerns and the need for formal
screening and tracking. See pages 28–31 on enhanced developmental 
surveillance. (page 46) 
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EIP � 24	 Under the New York State Early Intervention Program, the
multidisciplinary evaluation team may use a combination of
standardized instruments and informed clinical opinion in determining
whether a child meets the eligibility criteria for the program. If the
multidisciplinary evaluation team views the combination of a child’s
expressive language delays and preponderance of prognostic factors
(see Table III-7 in Report of the Recommendations) as showing that a
child meets the eligibility requirements, then these findings should be
thoroughly documented in the evaluation. (page 46) 

EIP � 25	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, early intervention
services must be included in a child and family’s Individualized
Family Service Plan (IFSP) and provided at no cost to parents, under
the public supervision of Early Intervention Officials and the State
Department of Health by qualified personnel, as defined in State 
regulation. (See Appendix C-4 for a list of Early Intervention Officials 
and Appendix C-3 for the definition of qualified personnel.) (page 48) 

EIP � 26	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, an IFSP must be in place
for the child within 45 days of referral to the Early Intervention
Official. The IFSP must include a statement of the major outcomes
expected for the child and family, and the services needed by the child
and family. The IFSP must be reviewed every 6 months and evaluated
annually. Information from ongoing assessments should be used in
IFSP reviews and annual evaluations. (page 48) 

EIP � 27	 An IFSP may be amended any time the parent(s) and the Early
Intervention Official agree that a change is needed to better meet the
needs of the child and family. (page 49) 

EIP � 28	 Under the New York State Early Intervention Program, a child and
family’s IFSP must be evaluated on an annual basis. This may include
an evaluation of the child’s developmental status if needed. After the
child’s initial multidisciplinary evaluation, supplemental evaluations
may also be conducted when recommended by the IFSP team, agreed
upon by the parent and early intervention official, and included in the
child’s IFSP. (page 49) 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

EIP � 29	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, early intervention
services can be delivered in a wide variety of home- and community-
based settings. Early intervention services can be provided to an
individual child, to a child and parent or other family member or
caregiver, to parents and children in groups, and to groups of eligible
children. (These groups can also include typically developing peers.)
Family support groups are also available. (page 52) 

EIP � 30	 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, early intervention
services can be delivered in a wide variety of settings. Early
Intervention services can be provided to an individual child, to a child
and parent or other family member or caregiver, to parents and
children in groups, and to groups of eligible children. (These groups
can also include typically developing peers.) Family support groups
are also available. See Appendix C-3 for the official service models as 
defined in NYS regulations on the Early Intervention Program.
(page 55) 

EIP � 31 Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and New York 
State Public Health Law, early intervention services must be provided
in natural environments to the maximum extent appropriate to the
needs of the child. Natural environments means settings that are 
natural or normal for the child’s age peers who have no disabilities.

(page 55) 
EIP � 32 Under the NYS Early Intervention Program, providers of early

intervention services are responsible for consulting with parents and
other service providers to ensure the effective provision of services 
and providing support, education, and guidance to parents and other
caretakers regarding the provision of early intervention services.

(page 56) 
EIP � 33	 The type, intensity, frequency, and duration of early intervention 

services provided to a child and family under the NYS Early
Intervention Program are determined through the IFSP process. All
services in the IFSP must be agreed to by the parent and the Early
Intervention Official. If disagreements arise about what should be
included in the IFSP, parents can seek due process through mediation
and/or an impartial hearing. (page 60) 
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EIP � 34	 Children with diagnosed conditions with a high probability of
developmental delay are eligible to receive early intervention services
under the New York State Early Intervention Program. (page 61) 

EIP � 35	 Personal amplification devices are considered assistive technology
devices under the NYS Early Intervention Program. (page 63) 

EIP � 36	 Audiology services, including monitoring of the child’s hearing loss,
amplification fitting, and assessing the effectiveness of amplification
devices, are included as early intervention services under the NYS
Early Intervention Program. (page 63) 

EIP � 37	 Medical and health services of this nature are not considered early
intervention services under the NYS Early Intervention Program.
However, the child’s service coordinator is responsible for
coordinating the provision of early intervention services and other
services needed by the child and family. This includes providing
appropriate referrals and facilitating access to other services needed
by the child and family that are not provided under the Early
Intervention Program. (page 64) 

EIP � 38	 Augmentative communication systems are considered assistive 
technology devices under the NYS Early Intervention Program.

(page 65) 
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COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

C-2 EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Early Intervention Program is a statewide program that provides many
different types of early intervention services to infants and toddlers with
disabilities and their families. In New York State, the Department of Health
is the lead state agency responsible for the Early Intervention Program. 

Early Intervention services can help families: 
♦	 Learn the best ways to care for their child. 
♦	 Support and promote their child’s development. 
♦	 Include their child in family and community life. 

Early Intervention services can be provided anywhere in the community, 
including: 
♦	 A child’s home. 
♦	 A child care center or family day care home. 
♦	 Recreational centers, play groups, playgrounds, libraries, or any place

parents and children go for fun and support. 
♦	 Early childhood programs and centers. 

Parents help decide: 
♦	 What are appropriate early intervention services for their child and 

family. 
♦	 The outcomes of early intervention that are important for their child and

family. 
♦	 When and where their child and family will get early intervention

services. 
♦	 Who will provide services to their child and family. 
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Early Intervention Officials (EIO) 
In New York State, all counties and the City of New York are required by
public health law to appoint a public official as their Early Intervention
Official. 
The EIO is the person in the county responsible for: 
♦	 Finding eligible children. 
♦	 Making sure eligible children have a multidisciplinary evaluation. 
♦	 Appointing an initial service coordinator to help families with their

child’s multidisciplinary evaluation and Individualized Family Service 
Plan (IFSP). 

♦	 Making sure children and families get the early intervention services in
their IFSPs. 

♦	 Safeguarding child and family rights under the Program. 

The EIO is the “single point of entry” for children into the Program. This 
means that all children under three years of age who may need early
intervention services must be referred to the EIO. In practice, Early
Intervention Officials have staff who are assigned to take child referrals. 
Parents are usually the first to notice a problem. Parents can refer their own 
children to the Early Intervention Official. (See Step 1 of Early Intervention 
Steps.) Sometimes, someone else will be the first to raise a concern about a
child’s development. New York State public health law requires certain 
professionals, primary referral sources, to refer infants and toddlers to the
Early Intervention Official if a problem with development is suspected. 
However, no professional can refer a child to the EIO if the child’s parent
says no to the referral. 
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Service Coordinators 
There are two types of service coordinators in New York State: an initial 
service coordinator and an ongoing service coordinator. The initial service
coordinator is appointed by the Early Intervention Official. The initial
service coordinator helps with all the steps necessary to get services, from 
the child’s multidisciplinary evaluation to the first Individualized Family
Service Plan (IFSP). 
Parents are asked to choose an ongoing service coordinator as part of the
first IFSP. The main job of the ongoing service coordinator is to make sure
the child and family get the services in the IFSP. The ongoing service
coordinator will also help change the IFSP when necessary and make sure
the IFSP is reviewed on a regular basis. Parents may choose to keep the 
initial service coordinator, or they can choose a new person to be the 
ongoing service coordinator. 
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Eligibility 
Children are eligible for the Early Intervention Program if they are under
three years old AND have a disability OR developmental delay. A disability
means that a child has a diagnosed physical or mental condition that often
leads to problems in development (such as Down syndrome, autism, cerebral
palsy, vision impairment, hearing impairment). 
A developmental delay means that a child is behind in at least one area of 
development, including: 
♦ Physical development (growth, gross and fine motor abilities). 
♦ Cognitive development (learning and thinking). 
♦ Communication (understanding and using words). 
♦ Social-emotional development (relating to others). 
♦ Adaptive development (self-help skills, such as feeding). 
A child does not need to be a U.S. citizen to be eligible for services. And,
there is no income “test” for the Program. The child and family do have to
be residents of New York State to participate in the Early Intervention 
Program. 

How is eligibility decided? 
All children referred to the Early Intervention Official have the right to a
free multidisciplinary evaluation to determine if they are eligible for
services. The multidisciplinary evaluation also helps parents to better
understand their child’s strengths and needs and how early intervention can
help. A child who is referred because of a diagnosed condition that often
leads to developmental delay, such as Down syndrome, will always be
eligible for early intervention services. If a child has a diagnosed condition, 
he or she will still need a multidisciplinary evaluation to help plan for
services. If a child has a delay in development and no diagnosed condition 
the multidisciplinary evaluation is needed to find out if the child is eligible
for the Program. A child’s development will be measured according to the
“definition of developmental delay” set by New York State. 
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Services 
The Early Intervention Program offers many types of services. Early 
intervention services are: 
♦	 Aimed at meeting children’s developmental needs and helping parents

take care of their children. 
♦	 Included in an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) agreed to by

the parent and the Early Intervention Official. 

Early intervention services include: 
♦	 Assistive technology services and devices. 
♦	 Audiology. 
♦	 Family training, counseling, home visits, and parent support groups. 
♦	 Medical services only for diagnostic or evaluation purposes. 
♦	 Nursing services. 
♦	 Nutrition services. 
♦	 Occupational therapy. 
♦	 Physical therapy. 
♦	 Psychological services. 
♦	 Service coordination services. 
♦	 Social work services. 
♦	 Special instruction. 
♦	 Speech-language pathology. 
♦	 Vision services. 
♦	 Health services needed for children to benefit from other early

intervention services. 
♦	 Transportation to and from early intervention services. 
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Provision of services 
Only qualified professionals, i.e., individuals who are licensed, certified, or 
registered in their discipline and approved by New York State, can deliver 
early intervention services. All services can be provided using any of the
following service models: 
♦	 Home- and community-based visits. In this model, services are given to a 

child and/or parent or other family member or caregiver at home or in the
community (such as a relative’s home, child care center, family day care
home, play group, library story hour, or other places parents go with their
children). 

♦	 Facility- or center-based visits. In this model, services are given to a child
and/or parent or other family member or caregiver where the service
provider works (such as an office, a hospital, a clinic, or early
intervention center). 

♦	 Parent-child groups. In this model, parents and children get services
together in a group led by a service provider. A parent-child group can 
happen anywhere in the community. 

♦	 Family support groups. In this model, parents, grandparents, siblings, or
other relatives of the child get together in a group led by a service
provider for help and support and to share concerns and information. 

♦	 Group developmental intervention. In this model, children receive
services in a group setting led by a service provider or providers without
parents or caregivers. A group means two or more children who are
eligible for early intervention services. The group can include children
without disabilities and can happen anywhere in the community. 
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Reimbursement 
All services are at no cost to families. Funding sources to cover the cost of 
services include Medicaid and private health insurance, supplemented by
county and state funds. For more information about the New York State laws 
and regulations that apply to Early Intervention services, contact the Bureau 
of Early Intervention. 

New York State Department of Health

Bureau of Early Intervention


Corning Tower, Room 287

Empire State Plaza


Albany, NY 12237-0660
 

(518) 473-7016 

http://www.health.ny.gov/community/infants_children/early_intervention/ 

bei@health.state.ny.us 
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C-3 EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAM DEFINITIONS 

These definitions are from 10 New York Code of Rules and Regulations, 
§69-4.1 and §69-4.10. For a complete set of the regulations governing the
Early Intervention Program, contact the New York State Department of 
Health, Bureau of Early Intervention at (518) 473-7016 or visit the Bureau’s 
Web page: www.nyhealth.gov/community/infants_children/early_intervention/index.htm. 

Sec. 69-4.10 Service Model Options 
(a) 	 The Department of Health, state early intervention service agencies, and

early intervention officials shall make reasonable efforts to ensure the
full range of early intervention service options are available to eligible
children and their families. 
(1) The following models of early intervention service delivery shall be

available: 
(i)	 home- and community-based individual/ collateral visits: the

provision by appropriate qualified personnel of early
intervention services to the child and/or parent or other
designated caregiver at the child’s home or any other natural
environment in which children under three years of age are
typically found (including day care centers and family day care
homes); 

(ii)	 facility-based individual/collateral visits: the provision by 
appropriate qualified personnel of early intervention services to
the child and/or parent or other designated caregiver at an
approved early intervention provider’s site; 

(iii) parent-child groups: a group comprised of parents or caregivers, 
children, and a minimum of one appropriate qualified provider
of early intervention services at an early intervention provider’s 
site or a community-based site (e.g., day care center, family day 
care, or other community settings); 
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(iv) group developmental intervention: the provision of early
intervention services by appropriate qualified personnel to a
group of eligible children at an approved early intervention
provider’s site or in a community-based setting where children
under three years of age are typically found (this group may
also include children without disabilities); and 

(v)	 family/caregiver support group: the provision of early
intervention services to a group of parents, caregivers (foster
parents, day care staff, etc.) and/or siblings of eligible children 
for the purposes of: 
(a) 	 enhancing their capacity to care for and/ or enhance the

development of the eligible child; and 
(b)	 providing support, education, and guidance to such

individuals relative to the child’s unique developmental
needs. 

(b)	 Assessment means ongoing procedures used to identify: 
(1)	 the child’s unique needs and strengths and the services appropriate

to meet those needs; and 
(2)	 the resources, priorities and concerns of the family and the supports

and services necessary to enhance the family’s capacity to meet the
developmental needs of their infant or toddler with a disability. 

(g)	 Developmental delay means that a child has not attained developmental
milestones expected for the child’s chronological age adjusted for
prematurity in one or more of the following areas of development:
cognitive, physical (including vision and hearing), communication, 
social/ emotional, or adaptive development. 
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(1)	 A developmental delay for purposes of the Early Intervention
Program is a developmental delay that has been measured by
qualified personnel using informed clinical opinion, appropriate
diagnostic procedures and/or instruments and documented as: 
(i) 	 a twelve month delay in one functional area; or 
(ii) 	a 33% delay in one functional area or a 25% delay in each of 

two areas; or 
(iii) if appropriate standardized instruments are individually

administered in the evaluation process, a score of at least 2.0
standard deviations below the mean in one functional area or 
score of at least 1.5 standard deviation below the mean in each 
of two functional areas. 

(ag) Parent means a parent by birth or adoption, or person in parental
relation to the child. With respect to a child who is a ward of the state, 
or a child who is not a ward of the state but whose parents by birth or
adoption are unknown or unavailable and the child has no person in
parental relation, the term “parent” means a person who has been
appointed as a surrogate parent for the child in accordance with Section
69-4.16 of this subpart. This term does not include the state if the child 
is a ward of the state. 

(aj) Qualified personnel are those individuals who are approved as required
by this subpart to deliver services to the extent authorized by their
licensure, certification or registration, to eligible children and have
appropriate licensure, certification, or registration in the area in which
they are providing services, including: 
(1)	 audiologists; 
(2)	 certifies occupational therapy assistants; 
(3)	 licensed practical nurses, registered nurses and nurse practitioners; 
(4)	 certified low vision specialists; 
(5)	 occupational therapists; 
(6)	 orientation and mobility specialists; 
(7)	 physical therapists; 
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(8) physical therapy assistants; 
(9) pediatricians and other physicians; 
(10) physician assistants; 
(11) psychologists; 
(12) registered dieticians; 
(13) school psychologists; 
(14) social workers; 
(15) special education teachers; 
(16) speech and language pathologists and audiologists; 
(17) teachers of the blind and partially sighted; 
(18) teachers of the deaf and hearing handicapped; 
(19) teachers of the speech and hearing handicapped; 
(20) other categories of personnel as designated by the Commissioner. 

(al) Screening means a process involving those instruments, procedures, 
family information and observations, and clinical observations used by
an approved evaluator to assess a child’s developmental status to
indicate what type of evaluation, if any, is warranted. 
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C-4	 TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF MUNICIPAL EARLY 
INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 

Please visit our Web page
http://www.health.ny.gov/community/infants_children/early_intervention/ 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

American Speech-Language- Answerline: 1-888-321-ASHA 
Hearing Association (ASHA) Action Center: 
2200 Research Boulevard 1-800-498-2071 – members 
Rockville, MD 20850 1-800-638-8255 – non-members 
Website: http://www.asha.org/ Fax: 1-301-296-8580 

National Dissemination Center 1-800-695-0285 
for Children with Fax: 1-202-884-8441 
Disabilities (NICHCY)
PO Box 1492 
Washington, DC 20013-1492 
Website: http://www.nichcy.org 

The Parent Network of WNY 1-866-277-4762 
1000 Main Street 1-716-332-4170 
Buffalo, NY 14202 Fax: 1-716-332-4171 

Website: http://www.parentnetworkwny.org/ 

Parent to Parent Network 1-800-305-8817 
of New York State 1-518-381-4350 
500 Balltown Road Fax: 1-518-393-9607 
Schenectady, NY 12304 
Website: http://www.parenttoparentnys.org 

NOTE: Inclusion of these organizations is not intended to imply an
endorsement by the guideline panel or the NYSDOH. The guideline panel 
has not specifically reviewed either the books or the information provided by
these organizations. 
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GUIDELINE VERSIONS
 
There are three versions of each clinical practice guideline
published by the Department of Health. All versions of the 
guideline contain the same basic recommendations specific to
the assessment and intervention methods evaluated by the
guideline panel, but with different levels of detail describing the 
methods, and the evidence that supports the recommendations.
The three versions are: 

The Clinical Practice Guideline: 
Report of the Recommendations 
✦	 full text of all the recommendations 
✦	 background information 
✦	 summary of the supporting evidence 

Quick Reference Guide 
✦	 summary of major recommendations 
✦	 summary of background information 

The Guideline Technical Report 
✦	 full text of all the recommendations 
✦	 background information 
✦	 full report of the research process and


the evidence reviewed.
 

For more information contact: 

New York State Department of Health

Early Intervention Program


Corning Tower Building, Room 287

Albany, New York 12237-0681
 

(518) 473-7016 

http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/eip/index.htm
eip@health.state.ny.us
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