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A Public Health Crisis: An American Epidemic
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A Public Health Crisis
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In 2020, firearm-related 
injuries became the leading 
cause of death amongst 
children and adolescents
surpassing motor vehicle 
accidents

In 2021, gun violence 
killed more than 49,000

A Public Health Crisis: The Impact on Youth
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A Public Health Crisis: The Disproportionate Impact

Gun violence is the top cause of 
death among young Black men in 
America

A Public Health Crisis: Suicide + Homicide on the Rise Again
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The Economic Toll of Gun Violence 

• Gun violence costs U.S. more than $1 billion a year in hospital bills alone, and 
nearly $300 billion in other associated costs

• The initial costs of firearm injuries are Three Times More Expensive than other 
injuries, and Five Times More Expensive than motor vehicle injuries

• This doesn’t account for the “hidden” costs of gun violence

Wakes held for 10-year-old Uvalde, Texas school 
shooting victims

A Public Health Crisis: In Our Backyard and Frontyard

Northwell Employee Shot and Killed in Parking 
Lot next to Hospital

Hudson Valley: 3 Shot at High School Football 
Game: Gun violence leaves 1 dead, 5-year-old-shot

Buffalo shooting: At least 10 people reported 
killed at Tops supermarket
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Healthcare’s Audacious Goal – A Challenge to Us All

Flatten the gun violence curve so that firearm 
injury is no longer a driver of hospital 
admissions for injuries or deaths. 

To chart a public health approach to end gun violence… 

Our goal:

How Can We Make an Impact?

Depolarize and 
destigmatize gun violence

Lead by implementing 
system wide evidence-
based strategies

Bring together patients, 
communities, and 
healthcare

Chart a public health 
approach to this epidemic
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Public Health Achievements

COVID-19 Gun Violence Substance Use

Agent SARS-CoV-2 Bullet/Kinetic Energy Alcohol, Drugs 

Vector Respiratory Droplets Gun
Online sales, to-go cocktails,

dealers

Environment Air
Houses, Parks, Neighborhood, 

Guns

Stress, Isolation (using alone), 

Social Norms, Boredom

Host Humans

At-risk youth (African American, 

Hispanic), middle-aged 

Caucasian males, children in 

houses with firearms, elderly

Humans (mothers, fathers, sons,

daughters, cousins, family, 

friends, community members)

Harrison, Sathya, Kapoor 2022

Public Health Approach to Gun Violence
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Public Health Approach to Gun Violence

Public Health Approach to Gun Violence
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Public Health Approach to Firearm Suicide

Public Health Approach to Firearm Homicide
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The Research Opportunity: A Long-Standing Gap
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Knowledge Gaps

Data Infrastructure
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Community Engaged Research

Firearm Policy Research
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The Funding Opportunity: Groundswell of Recent Momentum

CDC + NIH 
Funding

ARP 
Funding

Gun Bill

Biden Should Push States and Cities to Use 
Stimulus Money for Gun Violence Prevention

Nearly $1 billion in funding for mental health training and 
care expansion — a historic investment.

The Funding Opportunity: The Bipartisan Safer Communities Act

In grants for Health Surveillance and Program Support:

$800 million

$190 million
Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund
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Shift the Paradigm – Reframe as a Public Health Issue

Our Journey
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The Gun Violence Prevention Forums

2019 2020 2021

Northwell Health®

NORTHWELL HEALTH CENTER FOR GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
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Goal: Chart a public health approach to address gun violence – for our patients, 

their families, and our communities

2019 2020 2021 20232022
•First Annual Gun Violence 

Prevention Forum

•Northwell Health Center for 

Gun Violence Prevention 

•Awarded $1.4M grant from 

National Institutes of Health 

(NIH)

•Second Annual Gun Violence 

Prevention Forum

•Launched the Gun Violence 

Prevention Learning 

Collaborative for Health 

Systems and Hospitals

•Awarded $500K State Grant to 

implement Hospital-Based 

Intervention Program

•Third Annual Gun Violence 

Prevention Forum

•National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering and Medicine Joint 

Workshop

•Launched national Ad campaign 

and shared assets nationally with 

150 systems (over 1000 hospitals)

•Awarded additional grants to fund 

anti-violence initiatives

•Various partnerships with local 

and national organizations

•Fourth Annual Gun Violence 

Prevention Forum

Northwell Health’s Center for 

Gun Violence Prevention: 

https://www.northwell.edu/cent

er-for-gun-violence-prevention

Contact Us:

CGVP@northwell.edu
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Northwell Health®

CENTER FOR GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION STRATEGY
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External Partners

Learning Collaborative for Hospitals and Health Systems

Phase 1: Explore and Develop

Phase 2: Implement

Phase 3: Evaluate

● Builds on our call to action to address this crisis through a public health lens

● Grassroots platform for sustained dialogue to depolarize the issue

● Mobilizes all levels of the healthcare industry to develop best practices and explore partnerships
and opportunities for system levels work-flows
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Learning Collaborative

38 States
1 US Territory

3 International

600+ Registrants

Gun Violence Learning 

Collaborative for Health 

Systems and Hospitals: 
https://www.northwell.edu/center-

for-gun-violence-

prevention/learning-collaborative-

for-health-systems-and-hospitals

NY

NH

MA
CT

PA NJ

DE

DC
MD

VA

NC

SC

GA

FL

LA

AR

MO

IA

MN

WI
MI

OH
INIL

KY

TN

KS

OK

TX

COUT

AZ

CA

OR

WA

HI

ME

MT
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Health System Collaboration
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https://www.northwell.edu/center-for-gun-violence-prevention/learning-collaborative-for-health-systems-and-hospitals
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Public Awareness

Our Research

Northwell Receives $1.4M NIH Grant to Establish 
Gun Violence Prevention Screening
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We Ask Everyone about Firearm Injury Risk

• Implementation of Firearm Injury and Mortality Prevention (FIMP) 
strategies into healthcare settings as part of usual care

• Universal Screening for firearm injury risk among youth and adults in ED

• Develop intervention/resources (gun locks, safe storage counselling, violence intervention, MI)

• Limited-efficacy study of behavior change, outcomes

Patient enters the 
Emergency Room

Patient is screened by 
nurse or provider for 
firearm ACCESS and 

VIOLENCE RISK.

Screening responses 
are documented in EHR

*Positive screen will 
elicit a YELLOW ICON 

in FIMP Column on 
Status Board

Clinical team member 
approaches patient for 
additional screening, 

firearm safety 
information, brief 

intervention,  resources, 
or referral to treatment

Clinical team member 
will present to treating 
MD/NP/RN/PA/SW as 

needed 

Interaction is 
documented in FIMP 

Documentation Note in 
EHR

ED Workflow
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Screening

VIOLENCE RISK: In the past 6 months, have you heard 

guns being shot or had someone pull a gun on you? 

Yes No

ACCESS: Do you have access to a firearm within or 

outside your household? 

Yes No

ACCESS: 5 “L”s of Firearm Safety

44

Locked: Are there any unlocked firearms stored in your household?

Loaded: Are there any firearms stored in your household that are loaded?

Little children: Are there any children in your household?

feeling Low: Has anyone in the household been feeling low/depressed/

been struggling?

Learned operator: Have you attended a firearm safety workshop or class?
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ACCESS: Resources
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Gun Locks 

Lockbox Information

Gun Buyback Programs (up to $200)

Ammunition Disposal Options

Behavioral health Resources

Firearm Safety Courses

VIOLENCE RISK: Resources

46

Referrals to Behavioral Health and Substance Use Treatment

• Northwell Providers

• Community Providers

Violence Prevention Programs

Employment Programs

Suicide Prevention Hotline

Domestic Violence Resources

45

46



3/29/2023

24

“We can wait no longer to act”

-C Everett Koop 1992

Northwell Health®

CENTER FOR GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION TAKING ACTION
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Northwell Health’s Center for Gun Violence Prevention: 

https://www.northwell.edu/center-for-gun-violence-

prevention

Gun Violence Learning Collaborative for 

Health Systems and Hospitals: 

https://www.northwell.edu/center-for-gun-

violence-prevention/learning-collaborative-

for-health-systems-and-hospitals

Gun Violence Prevention Forum: 

https://www.preventgunviolence.com

Contact Us: CGVP@northwell.edu
@drchethansathya
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