
Division of Adult Care Facility 

and Assisted Living Surveillance

EQUAL: Enhancing the Quality of Adult Living



2

Purpose:

What is EQUAL?
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What type of funding is EQUAL?
The EQUAL appropriation is comprised of two types of funding:

Local Assistance Funding – Local Assistance Projects will be available to support 

improvements to the quality of life for adult care facility residents by funding projects 

including clothing allowances, resident training to support independent living skills, 

improvements in food quality, outdoor leisure projects, and cultural, recreational and 
other leisure events.

Capital Improvement Funding - Capital Improvement Project funds will be available 

to support the enhancement of the physical environment of the facility and promote a 

higher quality of life for residents.
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Local Assistance Capital Improvement

Clothing allowances Air conditioning in resident areas

Computers and Televisions for resident use Aesthetic facility upgrades

Improvements in food quality (featured menus 

or culinary events)

Outdoor leisure space (e.g., patios, 

community gardens, etc.)

Outdoor leisure projects Enhancement or Expansion of Resident Areas

Staff training, outside of those that are 

regulatorily required (i.e., cultural or sensitivity 

training)

Transportation for resident services/events

Cultural, recreational or other leisure events.

What can EQUAL be used for?
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What would be inappropriate for EQUAL funding?

Legal or Regulatory Obligations CANNOT be funded with EQUAL awards

Regulatorily required staff training

Staff salaries

Bedroom furniture required pursuant to Regulation

EQUAL Funding CANNOT supplant the obligations of the facility Operator to 

provide a safe, comfortable living environment for residents in a good state of 

repair and sanitation

Creation or renovation of resident restricted spaces (i.e., staff offices)

Repaving broken walkways, replacing broken windows

Regular facility maintenance/repairs
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How are EQUAL 

awards 

determined?
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Application 

Submission

Application 

Review

Funding 

Methodology

Facilities must 

submit ALL 

required 

components of 

the application in 

the manner and 

by the deadline 

provided.

Department staff 

review to determine:

1. Eligibility; and

2. The application is 

complete and 

timely.

A per person amount, 
based on eligible 
residents reported on 
2nd Quarter QSIR. An 
additional allotment for 
facilities ≤100 beds.
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2021-2022 EQUAL 

Application Deadline,  

Components & 

Timeline
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2021-2022 EQUAL Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on November 19, 2021.

Required Components Include:
o Section A: Acknowledgement of Participation

o Section B: Facility Information

o Section C: Payment Information

o Section D: Population Served

Provide data on residents currently receiving SSI, SSP, SN support and/or Medicaid 

(with respect to residents of assisted living programs). Those residents receiving a 

combination of services must only be counted once.

o Section E: Certifications and Confirmations

The Facility must provide information, confirmation and certifications regarding

previous EQUAL funding, resident involvement in the development and approval of

the proposed 2021-2022 EQUAL Spending Plan, and certification of proper use of

EQUAL funding. Confirmation of submission of necessary attachments is also

required.

Proposed Spending Plans are NOT a part of the 2021-2022 Application
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2021-2022 EQUAL Anticipated Award Timeline:

1. Applications Due: 11/19/2021

2. DOH Review Complete: 11/26/2021

3. Payment List Approved: 11/30/2021

4. Intent to Award Letters Issued: 12/1/2021

5. Non-Awardee Letters Issued: 12/1/2021

6. Proposed Spending Plans Due: 12/14/2021

7.   Spending Plans Approved/Payments Made: 12/31/2021
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Spending Plan Submission
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EQUAL Expenditures 

& Required 

Documentation
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Thank you!

Questions may be 

referred to the  EQUAL 

Program at 

equal@health.ny.gov


