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SUMMARY AND JURISDICTION 

Zoltan Gofman is the President of G & M Ambulette Services, Inc., (“Appellant”) which is 

a provider under the Medical Assistance for Needy Persons Program (“Medicaid Program”). On 

October 16, 2013, the State of New York Office of the Medicaid Inspector General (“OMIG”) 

issued a final determination that the Medicaid Program was entitled to a recovery of an 

overpayment in the amount of $868,332.25 from the Appellant. Mr. Gofman retained an attorney 

who requested a hearing pursuant to 18 NYCRR § 519.4 to appeal the determination. 

A hearing was initially scheduled for April 10, 2014, but adjourned to allow the parties an 

opportunity to settle the matter. The hearing was rescheduled for June 29, 2016. On June 27, 2016, 

Mr. Gofman retained new counsel who requested an adjournment to prepare for the hearing, and 

the matter was adjourned until August 23, 2016. On August 23, 2016, the OMIG and the 

Appellant’s attorney appeared for the hearing, but stated on the record that they had arrived at an 

agreement and needed additional time to resolve some details. A further adjournment was granted 

to permit the parties an opportunity to resolve those details. Mr. Gofman, however, later refused 

the OMIG’s final offer to settle the matter and terminated his representation by an attorney. 

On January 12, 2018, the hearing was restored to the calendar for July 25, 2018, at 10:00 am. 

On July 24, 2018, at approximately 3:10 pm, Mr. Gofman telephoned the Bureau of Adjudication 

and stated that he could not make it to the hearing the following day. The Bureau of Adjudication 

advised Mr. Gofman that he would need to obtain an adjournment from the assigned ALJ or the 

matter would proceed as scheduled. The Bureau of Adjudication attempted to arrange a conference 

call with the parties and the ALJ, but telephone calls to the number provided by Mr. Gofman were 

not answered.  
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The OMIG appeared for the hearing as scheduled at 10:00 am on July 25, 2018, but Mr. 

Gofman did not appear. Neither Mr. Gofman nor any other representative of the Appellant had yet 

appeared at approximately 10:30 am, so the ALJ opened the record. The OMIG presented the file 

and summarized the case, as required under 18 NYCRR 519.17(a), and the record closed with no 

appearance by the Appellant. Therefore, the Appellant’s request for a hearing to challenge the 

recovery of this Medicaid overpayment is deemed abandoned pursuant to 18 NYCRR 519.12(a).  

 

Administrative Law Judge William J. Lynch renders this decision pursuant to a designation by the 
Commissioner of the New York State Department of Health to make such decisions. 
 
 
Dated: August 15, 2018 
  Menands, New York 
 
     __________________________ 

                             William J. Lynch, Esq. 
                             Administrative Law Judge 


